

	The Persian War
	




Of the Army and the Ships of Xerxes, and of the First Fighting with the Greeks



King Xerxes brought with him from Asia twelve hundred
and seven great ships;  and in each ship there were
two hundred rowers and thirty fighting men. Also he had
of smaller ships, having fifty oars or under, three
thousand, and in each of these, taking one with
another, there were eighty men. Therefore the whole
number of the men that served on the ships was five
hundred and seventeen thousand and six hundred. Of foot
soldiers there were seventeen hundred thousand, and of
horsemen eighty thousand, and of Arabs riding on camels
and of Libyans that fought from chariots twenty
thousand. There were also one hundred and twenty ships
of Greeks that dwelt in Thrace and in the islands
thereof, and in these twenty and four thousand men. To
these must be
added foot soldiers of the Thracians, the Pæonians,
the Macedonians, and others. And the sum of the whole
was two million six hundred and forty-one thousand six
hundred and ten. And of all this great host there was
none fitter to be the ruler for beauty and great
stature than King Xerxes himself. Of those that
followed the camp, and of the crews of the provision
ships and other vessels of transport, the number was
more rather than less the number of the fighting men.
As for the women that ground the corn, and others that
came with the army, and the horses, and the beasts of
burden, and the dogs, their number can not be told.



The fleet, departing from Therma, came to the country
of Magnesia and there cast anchor. But ten of the
swiftest ships sailed down the gulf of Therma straight
to the island of Sciathos, which lies to the northward
of Eubœa. Here were three ships of the Greeks, whereof
one was from Athens, and one from Ægina, and one from
Trœzen; these were looking out for the coming of the
barbarians. And when they spied the ships of the
barbarians they fled with all speed, and the
barbarians  pursued them, and overtook the ship of
Trœzen. Then they took the most beautiful of the
fighting men and sacrificed him at the prow of the
ship, thinking that this was an omen of good to them,
for the man was very beautiful, and was the first
captive they had taken from the Greeks. Also his name
was Leo, that is to say, Lion; and this was another
cause for which they sacrificed him.



The ship of Ægina gave the Persians no small trouble, a
certain Pytheas, who was a fighting man thereon,
bearing himself very bravely. For when the ship was
taken he did not cease to contend with the enemies,
until he fell, being covered with wounds from head to
foot. But the Persian soldiers, finding that he was not
dead, but still breathed, made much of him, seeking to
keep him alive. His wounds they dressed with myrrh and
bound with bandages of cotton; and when they came back
to their encampment they showed the man to the host,
admiring him and dealing with him kindly. But with the
rest of the crew they dealt as with slaves.



As for the Athenian ship, it was run aground
at the mouth of the river Peneus. The men leaped ashore
and escaped through Thessaly, but the ship was taken by
the barbarians. When the rest of the Greeks knew of the
coming of the barbarians they were sore afraid, and
departed from Artemisium, intending to defend the
Euripus. Now the Euripus lies to the southward, where
the strait between the island of Eubœa and the mainland
is the narrowest.



And now there befell the first disaster that came upon
the Persians. When the fleet cast anchor on the coast
of Magnesia, the first row of ships was anchored to the
shore, and the next row was without these, and the
whole number of the rows was eight, one after the other
for the beach was very small. The night indeed was
calm; but at dawn there fell upon them a strong wind
from the east, which the dwellers in these parts call
the wind of the Hellespont. Such as knew the storm
coming, and were able to drag their ships on to the
shore, saved themselves, but of the others many were
broken to pieces. Thus it was, say the Athenians, that
Boreas, their son-in-law, helped them and when they
returned to their country
they built a temple to him on the banks of the river
Ilissus. Of the Persian ships there were broken, at the
least, four hundred. There were drowned also men
without number, and much treasure was lost. Of this
treasure, indeed, one Ameinocles, a Magnesian, made
much gain, gathering gold and silver cups which were
washed up by the sea, and treasure boxes of the
Persians, and articles of gold without number. Thus he
became very rich, but had trouble withal, losing his
children by violence.



For three days the storm endured. But the Magians
offering victims and using incantations and doing
sacrifices to Thetis and the nymphs of the sea, laid it
on the fourth day, or, may be, it ceased of its own
accord. The cause wherefore they offered sacrifices to
Thetis was that here Peleus carried her off to be his
wife.



When the Greeks heard from their watchers—for they had
all watchers on the hills of Eubœa—of the storms and of
the breaking of the Persian ships, they hastened back
with all speed to Artemisium, thinking to find a few
ships only to fight with. And ever after they were wont
to speak of Poseidon as the Preserver.



When the storm had ceased, the barbarians sailed to
Aphetæ, that is a harbor on the mainland over against
Artemisium. But fifteen ships having lagged behind,
fell into the hands of the Greeks, for they took the
Greek ships for their own, and sailed into the midst of
them: a certain Sandoces was commander of the fifteen.
This man had been governor of Cumæ in Æolia, and being
one of the royal judges had been crucified by King
Darius because he had taken a bribe. But while he hung
upon the cross, the King found that the good deeds
which he had done to the King's house were more than
his evil deeds, and commanded that he should be taken
down. Thus he escaped with his life; but this second
peril he did not escape.
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THE HORSE RACE


In the meanwhile Xerxes with the host passed through
the land of Thessaly. Here he matched his horses with
the horses of Thessaly, hearing that these were the
swiftest in all Greece; and the horses of Thessaly were
far outstripped. And having passed through Thessaly he
came to Trachis.




Of the Battle of Salamis



Meanwhile there was much doubt and fear among the
Greeks at Salamis. For a time indeed the captains
talked privately the one with the other, marveling at
the ill counsel of Eurybiades that he left the
Peloponnese without defense; but at the last their
discontent brake forth, and the assembly was called
together, in which many things were said to the same
purpose as in the former assembly, some affirming that
they ought to sail away to the Peloponnese that they
might defend it, it being a vain thing, they said, to
remain at Salamis and fight for that which was already
in the power of their enemies, and the men of Athens
and of Ægina and of Megara being urgent that they
should remain and give battle.



Then Themistocles, perceiving that his
counsel should not prevail against the counsel of the
men of the Peloponnese, went out secretly from the
assembly, and sent straightway a messenger in a boat
to the camp of the Persians. (The name of the messenger
was Sicinnus, he was servant to Themistocles and tutor
to his children; and after the war Themistocles caused
him to become a citizen of Thespiæ, for the Thespians
were admitting strangers to citizenship, and gave him
great riches.)  This Sicinnus therefore, going in a
boat to the camp of the barbarians, spake to their
captains, saying, "The commander of the Athenians has
sent me, without the knowledge of the rest of the
Greeks, to say that the Greeks are in great fear and
purpose to fly from their place, and that ye have a
great occasion of destroying them utterly, if only ye
will not suffer them to escape. For indeed they are not
of one mind, nor will they withstand you any more, but
ye will see them fighting the one against the other,
they that are on your side being opposed to them that
are against you. And this my master does because he is
a friend to the King, and because he would rather that
you should prevail than that the Greeks should have the
mastery."



When Sicinnus had thus spoken he departed straightway.
And the Persians, because they believed what Sicinnus
had told them, first landed many of their men on
Psyttaleia, which is a little island between Salamis
and the mainland; and next, about midnight, they moved
the westernmost wing of their ships to Salamis, and
those that were posted at Ceos and Cynosura set sail
also, and filled all the strait even as far as
Munychia. This they did that the Greeks might not be
able to escape, but might be shut up within Salamis,
and so pay the penalty of what they had done at
Artemisium. As for the landing of the Persians at
Psyttaleia, it was done for this cause, that when
the battle was joined, and the broken ships and shipwrecked
men should be carried down by the current to the
island—which must needs be the case, seeing that it was
in the very way of the battle that should be
fought—these soidiers might be able to save their
friends and slay their enemies. All this the barbarians
did in silence, lest haply the Greeks should hear of
the thing that had been done. So the Persians made
ready for the battle, taking no rest, but toiling
through all the night.



Meanwhile there was much angry talk among the captains
at Salamis, for they knew not yet that they were shut
in by the barbarians. But while they were assembled
there came over from Ægina a certain Aristides, a man
of Athens, that had been banished by the people (yet
was he the best and most righteous man in Athens). This
Aristides, coming to the council, would have
Themistocles called out to speak with him. Now
Themistocles was no friend to Aristides, but an enemy
and very bitter against him; nevertheless, for the
great trouble that had come upon the land, he took no
count of this enmity, but came and called for him,
wishing to speak with him. And when Themistocles was
come forth, Aristides said to him, "We two, O
Themistocles, have contended together aforetime
concerning other things, but now let us contend who
shall do the better service to his country. What I am
now come to say is this: Let the men of the Peloponnese
say little or say much about sailing hence, it is all
one.
For I affirm, of my own knowledge, that the Corinthians
and Eurybiades himself cannot now depart, if they
would, for that the barbarians have closed us in. But
go thou and tell this thing to the captains." And
Themistocles made answer, "This is good news thou hast
brought, telling of your own knowledge the things that
I greatly desired should come to pass. What the
barbarians have done was indeed of my doing, because if
the Greeks would not fight of their free will there was
a necessity that they should be made to fight against
their will. But as thou hast brought good news, tell it
to the captains thyself, for if I tell it they will
deem that I am lying to them. Tell it therefore
thyself, and if they believe thee, well; but if not,
yet can they not escape, if, as thou sayest, the
Persians have closed us in."



Then Aristides went in to the assembly and told them
that he was come from Ægina, having barely escaped the
watch ships of the barbarians; and that they were
closed in by the Persians. And he counseled them to
make ready for the battle. Having so spoken he acted.
Then there arose a great disputing,
the greater part of the captains not believing these
tidings. But while they doubted there came a ship of
war from Tenos, which a certain Panætius commanded.
This man told them the whole truth of the matter. For
this cause the men of Tenos were written on the
offering among them that destroyed the barbarians. And
now the number of the ships of the Greeks was made up
to three hundred and eighty.



The Greeks, learning that the words of the men of Tenos
were true, made themselves ready for battle. And when
it was morning there was called an assembly of the
crews, and Themistocles spake to them very noble words,
how that men should always choose good rather than
evil, and honorable things rather than base things.
When he had ended his speech he bade them embark on
their ships; and while they were embarking there came
from Ægina the ships that brought the children of
Æacus.  Then all the Greeks began to move their ships
from their place. But so soon as they began to move
them the Persians advanced against them, and the Greeks
backed their oars, so that they would have beached the
ships, only one 
Ameinias, a man of Athens, bade his men row forward, and coming
forth before the line, drave his ship against a ship of
the barbarians. Then others went to the help of
Ameinias, and so the battle was begun. This is what
the Athenians say; but the men of Ægina affirm that the
ship that went to fetch the children of Æacus first
began the battle. Also this story is told, that there
was seen the likeness of a woman who cried with a loud
voice, so that all the Greeks could hear her, "How
long, ye simple ones, will ye back your oars?"



The order of the battle was this. The Phœnicians were
on the right wing, towards the west and towards
Eleusis, and the Athenians were ranged over against
them; and the Ionians were on the left, toward the east
and towards
the Piræus, having the Lacedæmonians over against them.
Of the Ionians a few only followed the counsel of
Themistocles, and held back from the fighting; for many
of their captains took ships of the Greeks, of whom was
Theomestor, that for this service was made lord of
Samos by the Persians, and Phylacus, who also was of
Samos, that had lands given to
him and was written among the benefactors of the King.
But for the most part the ships of the Persians were
destroyed by the Greeks, and especially by the
Athenians and the men of Ægina. For the Greeks fought
in good order and kept their plans, but the barbarians
were without order, neither had they any purpose in
what they did. Wherefore they must needs have been
worsted in the battle. Nevertheless they this day
surpassed themselves, bearing themselves more bravely
than at Eubœa; for every man was very zealous, having
the fear of the King before his eyes, and deeming that
the King saw what he did.



How the rest of the Greeks and of the barbarians
behaved themselves cannot be described, but of
Artemisia of Halicarnassus this story is told. The
fleet of the King being now in great confusion, it so
chanced that the ship of Artemisia was pursued by an
Athenian ship. And she, not being able to escape, for
she was the nearest of all to the ships of the enemy,
and had many of her own friends in front of her,
devised this means of saving herself, and also
accomplished it. She drave her ship against the ship
of the lord of Calyndus, being one of the fleet of the
King (whether she had a quarrel against this man, or
the ship chanced to be in her way is not known for
certain), and had the good fortune to sink it. And thus
she gained a double gain. For when the captain of the
Athenian ship saw what she did, judging that her ship
was of the fleet of the Greeks, or that it had deserted
from the King, he left pursuing her;  and also, having
done this ill service to the Persians, yet she got the
greatest glory from the King. For Xerxes, as he looked
upon the battle, saw not her ship smite another. And
one said to him, "O King, seest thou how bravely Queen
Artemisia bears herself, sinking a ship of the
enemies?" Then said the King, "Was this verily the
doing of Artemisia?"  And they affirmed that it was,
knowing the token of her ship; but the ship that was
sunk they judged to be one of the Greeks. It so chanced
also, that her good fortune might be complete, that not
a man of the ship of Calyndus was left to tell the
truth. As for Xerxes, he is reported to have said, "My
men have become women, and my women have become men."



In this battle fell Ariabignes, being brother to the
King, and also many other famous men of the Medes and
the Persians. Of the Greeks indeed there perished not
many; for even though their ships were destroyed, yet
being able to swim they saved themselves; but of the
barbarians the greater part perished, for they were not
able to swim. And so soon as the first of the Persian
ships began to fly before the Greeks then there
followed a great destruction. For they that were behind
pressed forward, seeking to show some deed of valor
before the eyes of the King, and drave against the
ships that fled, and so both did and received great
damage. This thing also happened. Certain of the
Phœnicians, whose ships had perished, came to the King
and made a complaint against the Ionians that they had
betrayed them. But while they were yet speaking, a ship
of Samothrace drave against an Athenian ship and sank
it; then there came a ship of Ægina against the ship of
Samothrace and wounded it sorely; notwithstanding,
while it was sinking the Samothracians, being throwers
of javelins, smote down the men of Ægina, and boarded
their ship and took possession of it. This thing was
the salvation of the Ionians. For Xerxes, seeing that
these Greeks had wrought a great deed and being in
great vexation of spirit, and ready to blame all men,
commanded that they should cut off the heads of the
Phœnician captains, that they might not any more bring
accusations against men that were better than they. All
the time of the battle the King sat on the hill that is
over against Salamis, and when any deed of valor was
done by his ships, he would ask the name of the
captain, and the scribes wrote it down, with the names
also of his father and of his city.



Such of the ships of the barbarians as sought to escape
by way of Phalerum the men of Ægina dealt with, waiting
in the strait, and behaving themselves most valorously.
For the Athenians destroyed such as yet fought and such
as fled, and the men of Ægina fell upon them that would
sail out, so that if any escaped the Athenians they
fell into the hands of men of Ægina.



In this battle the men of Ægina were judged to have
shown most valor, and next to them
the Athenians; and among the men of Ægina Polycritus,
and among the Athenians Eumenes and Ameinias.  It was
this Ameinias that pursued Artemisia. And indeed, had
he known whom he pursued, he would not have left
following her till he had taken her, or himself been
taken; for there was proclaimed a reward of ten
thousand drachmas to the man that should take Artemisia
alive, the Athenians being very wroth that a woman
should presume to bear arms against their city.



Of Adeimantus the Corinthian the Athenians tell this
story, that in the very beginning of the battle, being
wholly mastered with fear, he hoisted his sails and
fled; and that the other Corinthian ships, seeing the
ship of their commander flying, fled also; and that
when they were come in their flight over against the
temple of Athene of Sciron, they met there a pinnace,
that came not by any bidding of men; and that when it
was close to their ships the men in the pinnace cried
out, "Thou indeed art flying, O Adeimantus, and showing
thyself traitor to the Greeks; but they are winning the
victory over their enemies." When 
Adeimantus would not believe, the men said that they were willing
to answer for it with their lives that their words were
true. Then Adeimantus turned back his ship, and he and
his companions came to Salamis when the battle was now
finished. This is the story of the Athenians
concerning the Corinthians; but the Corinthians deny
it, affirming that they fought among the first. And in
this they are confirmed by the testimony of the other
Greeks.



On that day Aristides the Athenian did good service. He
took with him many men at arms, Athenians, that had
been drawn up along the shore of Salamis, and landed
them on the island of Psyttaleia, so that they slew all
the Persians that had been set to keep the place.



When the battle was ended the Greeks drew to Salamis
such of the broken ships as yet floated, and prepared
to fight yet again, for they thought that the King
would not fail to use the ships that remained to him.
But many of the wrecks the wind—for it chanced to blow
from the west—carried to the shore of Attica, which is
called the shore of Colias.
Thus was fulfilled a certain oracle of Lysistratus the
Athenian.




	"That Colian dames their bread may bake,


	Full many an oar that day shall break."







And this came to pass after the King had departed.
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How Xerxes Crossed Over into Europe, and of His Army



All things being now ready, the host of Xerxes crossed
over from Asia into Europe, the foot soldiers and the
horsemen going over the bridge that was toward the
Black Sea, and the servants of the army and the beasts
of burden the bridge that was toward the Ægean. First
came the Ten Thousand, all of them wearing crowns; and
after them came a mixed host of all nations. These
passed over on the first day; and on the next day
passed over the horsemen, and they that carried their
spears turned toward the ground. These also had crowns
on their heads. After these came the sacred horses and
the sacred chariot; and next to these Xerxes and the
spearmen and the thousand horsemen, and after these the
rest of the army. And all the ships sailed to the shore
over against Abydos.



When Xerxes had crossed over, he watched his army
crossing over under the lash, and this they did without
pause or rest for seven days and seven nights. It is
reported that when Xerxes had passed over a man that
dwelt in these parts cried out, "O Zeus, why art thou
come in the likeness of a Persian, and calling thyself
Xerxes and not Zeus, with the whole race of men
following thee, to destroy the Greeks, when thou
couldst have destroyed them without so doing?"



When they had all crossed over there happened a great
marvel, of which Xerxes took no account, though indeed
it was easy to understand. The marvel was this, that a
mare brought forth a hare. And what was to be
understood from it was this—that Xerxes was leading
against the Greeks a great host and splendidly
equipped, and yet before many days he would come again
to the same place as one that fled for life.



Then Xerxes went on his way, the fleet sailing along by
the coast. And when he came to Doriscus he had a desire
to know the number of his army. What indeed were the
numbers of the several nations can not be said; but the
number of the whole host was found to be a thousand
thousand and seven hundred thousands. These were
numbered in a way that shall now be told. They brought
ten thousand men into one place; these they placed
together as closely as they could, and having done
this, they drew a circle about them; and when they had
done this circle and let the ten thousand go, they made
a heap about the circle, so high as the middle of a
man. When they had so done they brought others into the
place that was thus hedged about till they had filled
it. When they had numbered the host they set it in
order nation by nation.



These nations were many in number. First of all were
the Persians, wearing turbans on their heads and about
their bodies tunics with sleeves of divers colors,
having iron scales like to the scales of a fish. On
their legs they had trews, and their shields were of
wicker. For arms they had short spears and long bows
and arrows of reed; also they had daggers hanging from
their girdles by the right thigh. The Medes were
accoutered in the same way; and
indeed this fashion of armor is Median rather than
Persian.



The Assyrians had helmets of brass, wrought in a
strange fashion. These had shields and spears and
daggers like to the Egyptians; and besides they had
clubs of wood with knots of iron and linen corslets.



The Scythians had trews. These carried bows and
daggers, and battle-axes also. The Indians were clad in
cotton, with bows of cane, and arrows also of cane
pointed with iron. As for the Arabians they had long
cloaks bound about the waist with girdles, and at their
right side they carried bows bending backward. They
that came from Ethiopia were clad in skins of panthers
and lions. Their bows were of the stems of palm leaves,
four cubits and more in length; their arrows were small
and of reed, having heads of stone for iron. (This same
stone is used for engraving of seals.) They had spears
also, with the horns of antelopes made sharp for
spear-heads, and knotted clubs also. When they were
about to go into battle they would paint the one half
of their bodies with chalk and the other with
vermilion. There
were also Eastern Ethiopians (these had straight hair,
while they of the West had hair more woolly than the
hair of other men) equipped like to the others, but
having the scalps of horses on their heads. These they
flay off with the ears and mane. The ears stand upright
and the mane is for a crest. For shields they have
bucklers made of the skins of cranes.



Many nations came from the Lower Asia, as Phrygians and
Paphlagonians, and Lydians, these last being clad and
armed very much in Greek fashion. There were also
Mysians (who in old time came forth from Lydia, but
then dwelt in the Mysian Olympus). These had helmets
and bucklers and staves of wood with one end hardened
in the fire. Also the Bithynians came from this land,
having before dwelt about the Strymon, in Thrace. These
had skins of foxes on their heads, and tunics with long
cloaks of many colors about their bodies, and buskins
of fawn skins about their legs and feet; and for arms
javelins and light shields and short daggers.



From these and many other nations of
Asia and Africa came the footmen of the host. They had
captains of tens and of hundreds and of thousands and
of ten thousands; and over all six generals, Mardonius,
Tritantæchmes, son of Artabanus, Megabyzus, son of
Zopyrus, the same that took the city of Babylon for
King Darius, and three others.



These six commanded all the footmen save only the Ten
Thousand. These Ten Thousand were Persians all of them,
chosen men. These Hydarnes led, and they were called
the Immortals, because if any man among them die or
fall sick, straightway another is chosen into his
place, so that they are ten thousand always, neither
more nor less. Of all the host the Persians were the
bravest and most splendidly equipped.



The horsemen came from many nations. Among these were
the Sagartians, a wandering people. These are wont to
have no arms either of iron or bronze, save only a
dirk. But they have lassoes of leathern thongs and
trust to these. They fight in this fashion. When they
go into battle, they cast their lassoes having nooses
at the end; and that which is entangled in the
noose they draw toward them, be it man or horse, and
slay it.



Of the Indians some rode in chariots drawn by wild
asses. The Arabians rode on camels that were not less
swift than horses. These were set last in order because
the horses could not endure the sight of the camels. Of
horsemen there were in all eighty thousand.



The number of the ships of war was one thousand and two
hundred and seven. Of these the Phœnicians furnished
three hundred and the Egyptians two hundred, and the
men of Cyprus one hundred and fifty, and the men of
Cilicia one hundred. The Ionians and the Æolians and
the Greeks that dwelt about the Hellespont and the
Black Sea furnished two hundred and sixty and seven.
And on all the ships there were fighting men, Persians
and Medes and Sacæ. The best of all the ships were the
Phœnician, and of the Phœnician ships the best they
that came from Sidon.



As to the names of them that commanded the ships, there
is no need to tell them. For indeed they were not
commanders but slaves, even as the others. But the
Persians that 
commanded were Ariabignes son of Darius, and Megabazus, with two
others. Of smaller ships and transports and the like
there were three thousand in all.



One of the generals must needs be mentioned, namely
Artemisia, the daughter of Lygdamis. She, her husband
being dead and her son but a lad, had the lordship of
her city, even Halicarnassus; and she went with Xerxes
against Greece, not of necessity, but of her own free
will, so valiant was she and of so manlike a spirit.
She furnished five ships to the King, and in all the
fleet there were none better, save only those of the
Sidonians; nor was there one of the allies that gave
better counsel to the King than did this Artemisia.



When Xerxes had numbered the host and the fleet, and
had set them in order, it seemed good to him to go
through them and see them for himself. This therefore
he did. First he rode on a chariot, driving from nation
to nation, and inquiring about each many things; and
there followed scribes, who wrote down that which was
answered. This he did till he came to the very end of
the footmen and of the horsemen. After
this he left his chariot and embarked on a ship of
Sidon, and sitting under a tent of gold sailed along by
the prows of the ships, these all having been launched
and being drawn up about four hundred feet from the
shore, and the fighting men upon them, some ready
armed as for battle. The King sailed between the ships
and the shore; and the scribes followed him and wrote
as before.



When he had ended these things he sent for Demaratus,
the son of Ariston, that had been King in Sparta, and
had been banished thence, and asked him, saying,
"Demaratus, it is my pleasure to ask thee a certain
question. Thou art a Greek; and as I hear from thee and
from other of thy people, thou comest of a city that is
by no means the least or weakest in the land of Greece.
Tell me, then, will the Greeks abide our coming, and
lift a hand against us? For, as it seems to me, not all
the Greeks, nor all the barbarians of the west, if they
were gathered together, could stand up against me when
I come against them, if they were not of one mind. But
tell me, what thinkest thou?"



Then said Demaratus, "Shall I answer thee that which is
true or that which is pleasant?"



The King said, "Speak that which is true. It shall not
be the worse for thee."



When Demaratus heard this, he said, "O King, thou
biddest me speak the truth, so that I may not be found
hereafter to have lied unto thee. With us Greeks
poverty is born and bred; and we have gotten for
ourselves valor by help of wisdom and law, and by valor
we keep ourselves both from poverty and from servitude.
Now that which I am about to say regards the Spartans
only, though indeed I honor all the Greeks that dwell
in the Dorian country. Know then, in the first place,
that the Spartans will receive no conditions from thee
that shall bring slavery upon Greece; and in the
second, that they will surely come forth to meet thee
in battle, yea, though all the Greeks besides be on thy
side. But as to their number there is no need to
inquire; for if there be a thousand that shall march
out to battle, or if there be more or less these will
surely fight."



When Xerxes heard this he laughed, and said, "What is
this that thou hast said, Demaratus?
Shall a thousand men fight with a whole army? Tell me
now. Thou hast been, thou sayest, King of these
Spartans. Wilt thou then forthwith fight singly with
ten men? Yet if all thy nation be such as thou sayest,
thou being their King shouldst, according to your
custom, contend against as many again; so that if a
common man be a match for ten men of my army thou
shouldst be a match for twenty. But if they that so
boast themselves are no bigger or stronger than the
Greeks that I have seen, thyself, to wit, and others,
then is this talk but empty words. Consider now the
likelihood of the thing. How could a thousand, or ten
thousand, or even fifty thousand, stand up against such
an army, the more so if they be free and not under the
rule of one man? For say that there be five thousand of
them, yet shall we have more than a thousand to one.
If, indeed, they were under the rule of one man after
our fashion, then might they for fear of him be valiant
even beyond their nature, and fight few against many,
being driven thereto by the lash. But being free, and
left to choose, they will do neither the one nor the
other. I verily believe
that Greeks could scarce stand up in battle against
Persians, the number being equal. But as to this, that
one man can fight against many, we have indeed a few
such in our army, but a few only, for some of my
spearmen would not refuse to fight one man against
three Greeks. But about this thou knowest nothing, and
so talkest idly."



To this Demaratus made answer, "O King, I knew at the
beginning that if I should speak the truth I should not
please thee. But the truth thou wouldst have me speak;
therefore I told thee the things that concerned the
Spartans. And yet I love them not, as thou knowest very
well, seeing that they took from me the place and
dignity that came to me from my father, and drave me
out into banishment, whereas thy father Darius received
me and gave me sustenance and a home to dwell in; and
it is not to be believed that a wise man would scorn
such kindness, but rather that he would cherish it in
his heart. For myself I engage not to fight with ten
men, nor yet with two, nor indeed would I willingly
fight with one; yet if there should be any necessity or
great cause, I would
gladly fight with any of the men who say they are a
match for three Greeks. And as for the Spartans, when
they fight singly they are as good as any men in the
world; and when they fight together they are better
than any. For though they be free, yet are they not
wholly free. For they have a master over them, even
Law, whom they fear more than thy people fear thee.
Whatsoever this master commands, that they do. And he
commands them that they turn not their backs in battle,
how many soever be their enemies, but abide in their
place, and conquer or die. If thou thinkest that these
things that I say are naught, then will I hold my peace
hereafter.  Howbeit, I pray that all things may be as
thou wouldst have them, O King."



This was the answer of Demaratus. And the King laughed,
and sent him away in peace.



Of the Departure of the Greeks from Artemisium and of the Advance of Xerxes



The battle being ended, the Greeks got possession of
the broken ships and of the dead bodies of the slain;
but seeing that they had been roughly handled, the
Athenians not less than the others—for the half of
their ships had suffered damage—they purposed to
depart. Then Themistocles, thinking that if he could
divide the men of Ionia and the men of Caria from the
barbarians, the Greeks could have the mastery of the
rest, gathered together the commanders, while the
Eubœans were driving down their sheep to the sea, and
told them that he had conceived a device by which he
could divide from the King the bravest of his allies.
Also he said that they should kill as many as they
would of the sheep of the Eubœans, for that it was
better that they should have them than that
they should fall into the hands of the barbarians;
also he would have the camp-fire according to custom.
"And I will take care," he said, "that you shall get
back to Greece without any damage."



Now the people of Eubœa had paid no regard to the
oracle of Bacis, making light of it altogether, and
neither removing their goods from the island, nor yet
putting them into their strong places. And the oracle
was this:




	Ye sons of fair Eubœa heed:


	Whene'er the strangers' dark array


	Shall bridge the sea with ropes of reed,


	Drive ye your bleating flocks away.







And by this neglect they were brought to ruin.



By this time there was come a messenger from
Thermopylæ. For the Greeks had set a man in Trachis to
tell them that fought in the Pass how it fared with the
ships at Artemisium, and there was another man with
King Leonidas who was to bring news to Artemisium of
the doings of the Spartans. This man was now come,
telling all that had befallen the Greeks in the Pass;
which when the commanders of the fleet had heard, they
delayed no longer, but
departed,  each in their order, first the Corinthians,
and last of all the Athenians. But Themistocles chose
the swiftest of the Athenian ships, and going to the
places for watering, engraved there upon the rocks
certain words which the Ionians coming the next day to
Artemisium read. And the words were these, "Men of
Ionia, ye do wrong making war against your fathers and
seeking to enslave the land of Greece. Of right ye
should be on our side. But if this be not possible to
you, yet stand ye aloof from the battle, and entreat
the Carians also that they do likewise. And if so be
that ye can not either help us or stand aloof, being
under such constraint that ye cannot revolt against the
barbarians, yet, when the battle is joined, ye should
hold your hands, remembering that ye are of our blood,
and that for your sake we first provoked the barbarians
to wrath."  For Themistocles said to himself, "Either
this writing will not come to the knowledge of the
King, and the Ionians will perchance be persuaded to
help us; or, coming to his knowledge, it will cause him
to have doubts of them, and he will not suffer them to
come into battle together with his ships."



Now when the barbarians heard that the Greeks had fled
from Artemisium, at the first they would not believe
it, but afterward, finding it to be so, they sailed
thither. And when they were arrived at the place there
came a herald from King Xerxes, saying, "Comrades, the
King permits any that will to leave his place and see
for himself how he fights against the foolish men that
thought to resist his might." But before that he sent
the herald he had ordered matters in this wise. He took
of them that had been slain of his army at the Pass one
thousand (but the number of the whole was twenty
thousand), and left them to be seen; but the rest he
hid away, digging two great trenches for them and
covering them with leaves, and heaping earth upon them.
Now when the herald had made this proclamation there
could scarcely be found a boat, so many desired to see
the sight. So they crossed over and saw it, passing
among the dead bodies; all these they thought to be
either Spartans or men of Thespiæ, though indeed there
were many helots among the slain. Nevertheless they
that crossed over perceived what Xerxes
had done with the dead of his own army. And indeed it
was a foolish device, for on the one side were to be
seen the thousand men, and on the other four thousand,
gathered together all of them into one place. This day
therefore they spent in this fashion, and the next the
seamen went back to their ships and Xerxes with his
army went forward.



About this time there came to the Persians certain men
from Arcadia, poor men that sought for a livelihood.
When these were brought before the King, one of the
Persians asked them, saying, "What do the Greeks at
this season?" The Arcadians answered, "They hold the
games at Olympia, looking on the sports and on the
races of chariots." Then said the Persian, "What is the
prize for which they contend?" And when the Arcadians
answered, "They contend for a wreath of olive leaves,"
Tritantæchmes, that was the son to Artabanus, cried
out, "Now, by the Gods, O Mardonius, what manner of men
are these against whom thou bringest us, that they
contend with each other, not for money, but for glory
only?" This was in truth a noble thing that he said,
but it angered the King, so that he charged
Tritantæchmes with cowardice.



From Trachis the Persians marched into Doris, and from
Doris into Phocis. This they laid waste, burning the
towns and the temples. As for the Phocians themselves,
they escaped, for the most part, with their wives and
children, to the heights of Mount Parnassus. When they
had passed through the land of Phocis the barbarians
divided their army into two parts, whereof the one,
with King Xerxes, marched toward Athens through the
land of Bœotia, and the other, having taken to
themselves guides, marched toward the temple at Delphi.
This they did purposing to spoil the temple, and to
bring the treasure to the King; and indeed the King
knew all the notable things that were laid up in the
treasury at Delphi better than he knew the things that
he had left in his own house; for there was continually
much talk about them, and especially about the
offerings which Crœsus, King of the Lydians, had made
to the god.



The men of Delphi, when they knew of the coming of the
Persians, were in great fear;
therefore they inquired of the oracle what they should
do with the treasures of the temple, whether they
should bury them in the earth, or take them away to
some other land. But the god answered them in these
words, "Move them not, for I am sufficient to defend
that which is mine own." When the men of Delphi heard
these words, they took counsel about themselves. First
they carried their women and children across the gulf
of Corinth to the land of Achaia, and after that they
fled, for the most part, to the heights of Parnassus,
and their goods they hid in the Corycian cave; but some
of them escaped to Amphissa, a city of the Locrians; of
all the men of Delphi there were left in the city sixty
only, and the prophet.



So soon as the barbarians were come near so that they
could see the temple, the prophet (his name was
Acetatus) espied the holy arms which it is not lawful
for a man to touch, lying without the temple. And while
he went to tell this marvel to them that were in the
city, and the barbarians were coming up with all speed,
and were now near to the temple of Athene, there befell
marvels greater by far than that
which has been told. A great marvel indeed is it that
arms should move of their own accord so as to be seen
lying without the temple, but the things that befell
afterward are greater by far, and such indeed that
nothing can be compared with them. First of all, so
soon as the barbarians, coming up the road, were now
hard by the temple of Athene, there fell on them great
thunderbolts from heaven, and two great rocks brake off
from the top of Mount Parnassus, and rolled down upon
them with a great crash, and slew many of them, and
there was heard also from the temple a war-cry and a
shout of victory. And when the barbarians saw and heard
all these things, great fear came upon them, so that
they turned their backs and fled. And when the men of
Delphi perceived that they fled, they came down and
pursued after them, and slew not a few of them. And
they that escaped fled into Bœotia, turning neither to
the right hand nor to the left. They said also that,
over and above the other marvels that have been told,
they saw two men at arms, whose stature exceeded the
stature of a man, following after them and slaying
them.
These two men the men of Delphi affirm to have been
heroes of the country, Phylacus and Autonous. These two
have each a temple and a precinct near to the city of
Delphi. As for the rocks that fell from Parnassus, they
are to be seen to this day in the precinct of Athene,
in which they lodged after that they had passed through
the host of the barbarians.



Of the First War Against Greece



Mardonius, the son of Gobryas, came down from Susa, and
he had a great army and many ships. He was a young man,
and he had newly married the daughter of King Darius.
When he was come to the land of Cilicia, he took ship
and sailed to the coast of Ionia, the other  ships
following him. And being in Ionia he did this thing (a
marvelous thing, doubtless, in the eyes of them that
believe not the story of Otanes, how he would have set
up among the Persians the rule of the people); he cast
down from their place all the lords of the Ionians,
setting up in every city the rule of the people. When
he had done this he went with all haste to the
Hellespont, whither was gathered together a great
multitude of ships and many thousands of men. These crossed the
Hellespont in the ships, and so marched through the
land of Europe. And their purpose was, as they said, to
have vengeance on the cities of Athens and Eretria; but
in truth they had it in their minds to subdue as many
as they should be able of the cities of the Greeks.
First, then, they subdued the Thrasians. These did not
so much as lift a hand against the Persians, and so
were added to the nations whom they had in slavery.
From Thasos they went to Acanthus, and leaving Acanthus
they sought to pass round Mount Athos, which is a great
promontory, running far out into the sea. Here there
fell upon the ships a very mighty wind, such as they
could in nowise bear up against, and did them much
damage. Men say indeed that there perished of the ships
three hundred, and of men more than twenty thousand.
For the sea in these parts is full of great monsters,
which laid hold on many of the men; many also were
dashed against the rocks, and were so destroyed; and
some perished because they could not swim, and some
from cold. Thus it fared with the ships.
As for Mardonius and his army, the Brygi, that are a
tribe of Thracians, assailed him in his camp by night
and slew many of his men, and wounded Mardonius
himself. Notwithstanding, the Brygi escaped not the
doom of slavery, for Mardonius left not this region
till he had utterly subdued them. But when he had done
this he went back to Asia, for his army had suffered
much from the Thracians, and his ships from the storm
at Mount Athos. Thus did this great undertaking come to
an end with little honor.



For all this Darius changed not his purpose concerning
Athens and the other cities of Greece. For every day,
at his bidding, did his servant say to him, "O King,
remember the Athenians." Also the children of
Pisistratus ceased not to speak against the city. The
King indeed desired, having for a pretense his quarrel
against the Athenians, to subdue all the Greeks that
would not give him earth and water; for the giving of
these things is to the Persians a token of submission.
Mardonius, seeing that he had fared badly in his
undertaking, the King discharged of his office,
appointing thereto Datis,
that was a Mede, and Artaphernes his brother's son.
These then he sent on the same errand on which he had
sent Mardonius, saying to them, "Make slaves of the men
of Eretria and of the men of Athens, and bring them to
me that I may see them." So these two went down from
the city of Susa to Cilicia, having with them a very
great army and well-appointed; and while they were
encamped here in a plain that is called the Aleian
plain, there came also to that country the whole array
of ships as had been commanded, and with the rest ships
designed for the carriage of horses, for in the year
before the King had commanded the inhabitants that such
should be built. On these ships, therefore, they
embarked their horses, and on the other ships the rest
of the army, and so set sail to Ionia, having in all
six hundred ships of war.



But they sailed not along the coast after the former
manner, going northwards to the Hellespont and to
Thrace, but voyaged through the islands, beginning with
Samos; and this they did, as it seems, because they
feared the going round Mount Athos, remembering what
loss
and damage they had suffered at this place in the
former expedition. Also they had Naxos in their mind,
for this had not as yet been conquered. They sailed,
therefore, first to Naxos, and the people of the island
did not abide their coming, but fled forthwith to the
mountains. And the Persians made slaves of all on whom
they could lay their hands, and burned the temples and
the city with fire, and so departed. While they were
doing these things the men of Delos left their island
of Delos and fled to Tenos. But Datis suffered not the
ships of the Persians to come to anchor at Delos, but
bade them tarry over against it in Rhenea; and having
heard where the men of Delos had bestowed themselves,
he sent an herald, saying, "Holy men, why have ye fled
from your dwelling-place, and have thought that which
is not fitting concerning me? For indeed my own
purpose and the commandment also which has been laid
upon me by the King is this, that we should do no harm
to the land in which the two Great Ones, Apollo and
Artemis, were born, neither to it nor to the
inhabitants thereof. Return ye therefore to your own
dwellings and inhabit
your island." This was the message which Datis sent to
the men of Delos; and afterward he burned three hundred
talents' weight of frankincense upon the altar of their
temple. And it came to pass that when he had departed
from Delos, the island was shaken by an earthquake. Now
it had never been so shaken before, nor hath been
since. This thing, without doubt, happened for a sign
to the sons of men of the evils that were coming upon
them. And indeed, in the days of Darius the son of
Hystaspes, and Xerxes the son of Darius, and Artaxerxes
the son of Xerxes, that were kings of Persia, the one
after the other, there befell the Greeks worse evils
than had befallen them for twenty generations before
the days of Darius, of which evils some indeed came
from the Persians and some from the chief among
themselves when they contended together for the
pre-eminence. Therefore it may well be believed that
Delos had never been shaken before as it was shaken in
these days.



From Delos the barbarians sailed to the other islands
of that sea. And whithersoever they came they took some
of the islanders to serve
in the army and the ships, and of their children some
to be hostages. But when they came to Carystus, the
people of the land would not give hostages, neither
were they willing to help in making war upon the cities
of their neighbors, meaning thereby Eretria and Athens.
Then the Persians besieged their town and laid waste
their country till the men of Carystus agreed to do as
had been required of them.



When the Eretrians heard that the Persians were coming
against them with a great host and many ships, they
sent to the Athenians praying for help. This the
Athenians refused not to give, but sent to such of
their citizens as had had land allotted to them in the
country of the horse-breeding Chalcidians that they
should go to the help of the men of Eretria. But these,
though they sent this message to the Athenians, had no
steadfast or worthy purpose in the matter. Some of them
indeed were for leaving the city, that they might flee
to the hill country of Eubœa, but others, looking only
to their own gain, and thinking that they should best
get this from the Persians, made ready to betray their
country. This,
when Æschines the son of Nothus, than whom there was
none greater in Eretria, heard, he told to the
Athenians that had come the whole matter, and said to
them: "Depart ye straightway to your own country,
lest ye also perish." And the Athenians hearkened to
the counsel of Æschines and departed, crossing the
Oropus, and so got safe away. After this the ships of
the Persians came to the land of Eretria, and put out
the horses that they carried, and made ready as if they
would fight with the enemy. But the Eretrians had no
mind to come out of their walls and fight; only they
hoped that they might perchance keep these against the
enemy, for as to the counsel of leaving their city and
fleeing to the hills, this they had given up. Then the
Persians attacked the wall with great fury; and for
six days they fought, many being slain on both sides;
but on the seventh day, two men, of good repute among
the citizens, whose names were Euphorbus and Philagrus,
betrayed Eretria to the Persians; and these, entering
into the city, first burned the temples, thereby
revenging the burning of the temples
of Sardis, and next made slaves of all the people,
according as King Darius had given them commandment.



When they had thus dealt with Eretria, they sailed
against Athens, having no doubt that they should
speedily deal with this also after the same fashion.
And seeing that Marathon was the most convenient for
their purpose, and nearest also to Eretria, thither did
Hippias the son of Pisistratus lead them. And the
Athenians, so soon as they heard of their coming,
marched with their whole force to Marathon. Ten
generals they had, of whom the tenth was Miltiades the
son of Cimon, the son of Stesagoras.



This Cimon had been banished from Athens by
Pisistratus. And it chanced to him that as he went into
banishment he won the prize at Olympia for the race of
four-horse chariots. This same prize his half-brother
Miltiades had also won. And in the next games at
Olympia, being five years afterwards, he won again with
the same mares; but granted to Pisistratus that his
name should be proclaimed as the winner. Because he did
this he came back to
Athens under safe-conduct.  And yet again he won the
same prize with the same mares at the games next
following; and having done this he was slain by the
sons of Pisistratus, for Pisistratus himself was not
yet alive. In the commonhall was he slain by men that
were sent against him at night. He is buried before the
City, beyond the road that is called the Hollow Road;
and over against him are buried the mares that won for
him these prizes. This same thing was done by other
four mares, belonging to Evagoras the Lacedæmonian, but
besides these none other have done it. This Cimon had
two sons, of whom the elder, Stesagoras, was brought up
by his friends in the Chersonese, and the younger,
being named Miltiades, after this same uncle, was with
his father in Athens.
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THE CHARIOT RACE


This Miltiades then the Athenians had chosen with nine
others to be general. But before this he had but
narrowly escaped death. For first the Phœnicians
pursued him so far as Imbros, being very desirous to
lay hands upon him and to take him to the King. And
when he had escaped from these, and, coming to his
own country, believed that he was now in safety, his
enemies brought him into judgment by reason of the
lordship which he had had in the Chersonese. But these,
too, he escaped, and the people chose him for their
general.



Of the Flight of Xerxes



When King Xerxes perceived what damage his ships had
suffered he resolved that he would flee without delay
to Persia. Yet, to hide this purpose, he made as if he
would carry on the war, making a mound across the
channel that is between Salamis and the mainland, and
doing other things. But though he deceived others he
did not deceive Mardonius.



In the meanwhile he sent a messenger to Susa, whither
he had before sent the tidings of how he was master of
Athens, and as before the people had rejoiced, strewing
myrtle boughs in the streets, and burning incense, and
feasting and making merry, so now they were greatly
troubled, rending their garments, and making much ado
with weeping and wailing. Nor was it for the damage of
the ship that they lamented, but for fear lest the King
himself should suffer
harm. Nor would they be comforted till he came back in
safety.



Now when Mardonius saw that the King purposed to flee,
fearing lest he should suffer punishment for that he
had advised the marching against Greece, he made this
resolve, that either he would himself conquer
Greece—and this indeed he hoped to do—or perish
honorably. Wherefore he said to Xerxes, "Trouble not
thyself overmuch, O master, for this loss that has
befallen us; for these fellows, whom thou thinkest to
have conquered us, will not dare to stand against us.
And, if we wish, we may deal with them without delay,
or, if we will, we may wait awhile. But if, O King,
thou art minded to depart straightway, hear my counsel.
Make not thy Persians a laughing-stock to the Greeks.
For if the Phœnicians and Egyptians and the like have
played the coward, yet have not the Persians so done.
Depart then, therefore, if thou art so minded, but let
me choose out three hundred thousand men of the army,
with whom I may conquer these Greeks."



Xerxes when he heard these words was very glad, and
made answer to Mardonius that
he would deliberate about these things. And because
before Artemisia only had perceived what should be
done, he sent for her, and when she was come, sent away
his other counselors, and inquired of her what he
should do, setting before her the counsel of Mardonius.
To this she made answer in these words: "I counsel thee
to depart straightway, O King. And if Mardonius
promises to conquer Greece for thee, let him stay
behind and do it. For if he succeed, thine will be the
gain; and if he fail, there will follow no great
damage, so that thou and thy house be safe. For of a
surety, so long as these remain, the Greeks will often
be in peril of their lives. And if they prevail over
this Mardonius, he is nothing more than thy slave."
This counsel seemed very good to the King, being
altogether to his mind; and if all the men and women in
the world had counseled him to remain, hardly would he
have done it, so terrified was he. He commended
therefore Artemisia, and sent her on to Ephesus with
certain of his children in her charge, in which charge
was joined also one Hermotimus of Pedasus. The people
of Pedasus say that when a mischance
is about to befall any of their neighbors the priestess
of Athene in their city has a beard, and that this has
happened twice.



The next day Xerxes commanded the ships to sail with
all speed to the Hellespont, that they might guard the
bridges against his coming. So they departed; and
sailing by Cape Zoster, where certain rocks jut out
from the land, they took the rocks for ships, and fled
far away. But afterward, when they knew the truth, they
gathered themselves together again.



For awhile the Greeks, seeing the army of the
barbarians in the same place, supposed that the ships
also remained, and made ready for battle. But when they
knew the truth, they pursued after them; but having
sailed as far as Andros, and not seeing them, they held
a council of war. Then Themistocles would have had them
make with all speed for the Hellespont that they might
break down the bridges, but Eurybiades was of the
contrary opinion, saying, "There can no worse thing
befall the Greeks than that we should break down the
bridges. For if the Persians be thus cut off and driven
to remain, see what will
follow.  If they be quiet they must come to ruin, for
their host will perish of hunger; but if they bestir
themselves they will conquer all Europe, city by city,
and for food they will have our harvests. Now, indeed,
because his ships have been vanquished, he is minded to
depart; and this we should suffer him to do. Only when
he has departed, we may, if we will, strive with him
for the mastery of his own country."



To this counsel the other leaders of the Peloponnesians
consented. And when Themistocles saw that he could not
persuade them, he changed his purpose, and said to the
Athenians, for these were vexed beyond all the rest
that the Persians were suffered to escape, "Often have
I seen with my own eyes or heard from others that men
having been worsted and driven to despair have
recovered their own and become conquerors in their
turn. Now we have found great good fortune, saving
ourselves and Greece from this mighty host of men. Let
us therefore be content and not pursue them when they
flee. For we have not done this of our own might. The
Gods and the heroes have
done it, having jealousy that one man should be lord
both of Asia and Europe, and he, too, a destroyer of
images and temples, and that scourged the sea and threw
fetters into it. Let us, therefore, now that the
barbarians have departed, return each man to his home
and sow our land, and in the spring will we sail to the
Hellespont!!"



With these words he persuaded the Athenians; but he
did it that he might bind the King to him by this
service, desiring to have a refuge, if any evil should
come upon him at Athens. Wherefore he sent certain men
to Attica, faithful men that would not betray him even
under torture, and among them the man Sicinnus. This
Sicinnus went to the King and said, "Themistocles the
Athenian, wishing to do thee a service, has sent me to
tell thee that he has restrained the Greeks who would
have broken the bridges of the Hellespont, and that
thou mayest return at thy leisure."



After this the Greeks laid siege to Andros.  For
Themistocles had demanded money of this city for the
Greeks, saying "You must
needs pay the money, for we come bringing with us two
great gods, even Persuasion and Necessity."  But the
Andrians made answer, "Well may Athens be great and
happy, seeing that it has such gods; but we have two
that are unprofitable, yet dwell with us and will not
leave us, even Poverty and Helplessness." For this
cause the Greeks besieged their city. As for
Themistocles, he ceased not to get riches for himself,
without the knowledge of the others, taking money from
the islanders and others that the fleet should not sail
against them.



Meanwhile Mardonius chose out of the host such as he
would have for his army.  All the Immortals he chose,
save Hydarnes, who was not willing to leave the King,
and such of the Persians as wore corslets, and the
thousand horsemen, and the Medes and the Sacæ and
Bactrians and the Indians, both horse and foot. These
nations he took wholly, and out of the rest of the host
he chose such as excelled in stature or had done some
valiant deed. The number was three hundred thousand in
all. This choosing was done in Thessaly; and
before it was finished there came a herald from Sparta,
seeking satisfaction from the King for the death of
Leonidas and his companions, for the god at Delphi
had bidden the Spartans seek for it. The herald stood
before Xerxes and said, "King of the Medes, the Spartans
and the sons of Hercules ask of thee satisfaction for
blood-guiltiness, because thou didst slay their King
Leonidas when he defended Greece." The King laughed but
after a while he pointed to Mardonius, who chanced to
be present, and said, "This man will give such
satisfaction as is due." And the herald said, "I accept
the satisfaction," and so departed.



After this Xerxes, leaving Mardonius in Thessaly, made
for the Hellespont with all haste. In forty and five
days he came to it, having but a small part of his
army. These had laid their hands on all the corn in the
countries through which they passed; and where corn was
wanting they had devoured the bark and the leaves of
all manner of trees, leaving nothing at all, so that
many died of sundry diseases, and some were left
behind
sick in the cities on the way. When they came to the
Hellespont they found the bridges broken, and crossed
over in ships as they best could. And many, when they
had abundance of food and drink, using these without
measure, so died.



There is told another tale of the flight of Xerxes. He
left Hydarnes, it is said, to have charge of the army,
and himself embarked on a Phœnician ship, and so sailed
to Asia. But as he sailed there fell upon the ship a
great wind from the north; and, being overladen, it was
ready to sink, for there were many Persians with the
King upon the deck. Then Xerxes cried aloud to the
helmsman, saying, "Is there any help?" And the helmsman
answered, "There is no help except we be rid of these
many passengers." Then said Xerxes to the Persians,
"Let now any that will, show that he cares for his
King, for my life is in your hands." Then the Persians
made obeisance to him and leaped into the sea; so the
ship being lightened came safe to Asia. And when Xerxes
was come to the shore he dealt thus with the helmsman.
For that he had
saved the life of the King he gave him a crown of gold;
but for that he had caused the death of many Persians,
he commanded that he should be beheaded. But this story
is scarcely to be believed. For why did not the King
rather send down these Persians, being the first men in
the realm, into the lower part of the ship, and cause
the like number of rowers, being Phœnicians, to leap
into the sea? But in truth Xerxes returned by way of
the land, whereof we have a proof that he passed
through Abdera, and making a covenant with the people
of that city, gave them a cimeter of gold and a turban
broidered with gold.



And now the Greeks were assembled at the Isthmus that
they might adjudge the prize of valor to him that of
all the Greeks had shown himself most worthy in the
war. The captains then being met laid their votes on
the altar of Poseidon, a vote for the first place and a
vote for the second. Each man gave the first place to
himself, but the greater part gave the second to
Themistocles. But though the captains could not agree
for jealousy, yet was Themistocles commonly reported
among
Greeks to have shown himself by far the wisest man of
all in the war. And when he went to Sparta the Spartans
received him with great honor. The prize of valor
indeed, which was a crown of olive, they gave to
Eurybiades; but the prize of wisdom and dexterity, also
a crown of olive, they gave to Themistocles. Also they
gave him the fairest chariot that was in all Sparta;
and when he departed three hundred chosen men, that are
called the Knights, went with him so far as the borders
of Tegea. Nor has any man, save Themistocles only, been
so sent out of their country by the Spartans.



When he came back to Athens a certain citizen of
Aphidnæ, that came from Belbis, being his enemy, a man
of no repute, reproached him, saying, "Thou hast these
honors from the Spartans for Athens' sake, not for
thine own." And when the man said this many times,
Themistocles answered him, "Surely I had not been so
honored had I been of Belbis, nor thou hadst thou been
of Athens."



Of the Setting Forth of Xerxes



For the space of four years from the subduing of Egypt
did the servants of King Xerxes gather together the
host and all such things as were needful for it.  And
in the beginning of the fifth year the King set out
upon his march, having such an army as had never before
been seen. For indeed that which Darius led against the
Scythians was as nothing in comparison of this,
neither was that wherewith the Scythians invaded the
land of Asia, and subdued the northern parts thereof
(this was the cause why Darius invaded the land of the
Scythians), nor that which the sons of Atreus led
against Troy, nor that of the Mysians and Teucrians,
who, in the days before the Trojan war, conquered the
land of Thrace, and came as far as the river Peneus
that is in the land of Thessaly. Not one of these
armies is worthy
to be compared with the army of Xerxes. For what people
of Asia did he not lead against Greece? And what
stream, saving only the great rivers, was not drunk up
by his armies? Some were bidden to furnish foot
soldiers, and some horsemen, and some ships for
carrying of horses and men at arms, and some ships of
war for the bridges, and others food and ships. First
of all, seeing that they who had first sailed against
Greece had suffered great loss at Mount Athos, Xerxes
caused that there should be a fleet of ships of war at
Elæus, and that men from the ships, taking turn by
turn, should dig a great trench, digging under the lash
of taskmasters, in which work the people of the country
also took their part.



Now this Athos is a great and famous mountain, that
stretches out into the sea, and the land by which it is
joined to the continent is narrow, being of the breadth
of a mile and a half. Across this Xerxes would have
them dig a trench. And the men dug it after this
fashion. A line was drawn across by the city Sane, and
the nations divided the work among themselves. When the
trench was now deep, some stood
below and dug, and others handed up the earth to men
that stood on ladders, and these again to others, till
it was brought to the top, and so carried away. The
greater part had double trouble with the digging, the
sides breaking away continually; nor indeed could it
have been otherwise, seeing that they made the measure
of the top and the measure of the bottom to be the
same. But with the Phœnicians it was not so, for they
showed their wisdom in this as they commonly do in
other things. When they had had their part allotted to
them, they made their digging at the top twice as broad
as was needed for the trench; but as they went down
they made it narrower, till at the bottom it was of the
same width as the rest. Near to the trench was a plain,
wherein there was a market and a place for buying and
selling; and much corn, ready ground, was brought to
the place from Asia.



This work, it would seem, Xerxes did from pride,
wishing to show his might, and to leave a memorial of
himself.   For when he might without trouble have had
his ships drawn across the isthmus, he commanded that a
trench
should be made from one sea to the other, and this of
such a breadth that two ships of war could pass. And he
also commanded them that had the business of digging
this trench that they should build a bridge over the
river Strymon. Other preparations also were made, ropes
of papyrus and of white flax for the bridges, and
stores of food for the army and for the beasts of
burden.



The place of gathering for the armies was Critalla in
Cappadocia. Setting out thence, it marched through the
land of Phrygia to the city of Celænæ, which is on the
river Mæander. Here in the market-place is hung out the
skin of Marsyas the Satyr, whom Apollo flayed, when he
had vanquished him in a conquest of singing.



In this city there dwelt a certain Pythius, the son of
Atys, a Lydian. This man entertained Xerxes and his
whole army with very great hospitality, and said also
that he was willing to give him money for the war. And
when the King heard this talk of money, he asked them
that stood by, saying, "Who is this Pythius, and what
wealth has he that he makes such promises?" And they
said, "O
King, this is the man that gave the golden plane-tree
to King Darius thy father, and the vine also; and he
surpasses all men there are in wealth, thou only being
excepted, O King." At the last words Xerxes marveled
much; and he called Pythius and asked him, saying,
"What is the sum of thy wealth?" And Pythius made
answer, "I will hide nothing from thee, nor will I make
any pretense that I do not know the sum of my
substance. I know it, and will declare it truly to you.
So soon as I knew that you were purposing to come down
with your army to the sea of the Greeks, because I
wished to furnish you with some money for the war, I
reckoned up all that belongs to me, and found that I
have two thousand talents of silver and four millions
of gold darics, wanting seven thousand only. All this I
willingly give thee for a gift; and I shall still have
sufficient from my fields and from my slaves."



These words pleased King Xerxes much, and he said,
"Since I came out from the land Persia I have not found
a man who was willing to give entertainment to my whole
army, and also to furnish money for the war, saving
thee only. But thou hast entertained my army in royal
fashion, and now makest offer of much money. Now for
all this I will make thee this return. First of all
thou shalt be my friend from this time forth, and thy
four millions of darics I will complete out of my own
treasury, giving thee the seven thousand that thou
lackest, that the tale may be completed. Do thou
therefore keep for thyself that which thou hast gained.
And remember to be such always as thou hast shown
thyself to-day, for he that doeth such things will in
no wise repent himself of them either now or in the
time to come."



When he had said this, and had made good his promises,
he went on his way. And he came to Colossæ, a great
city of Phrygia, where the river Lycus entering a great
gulf flows for five furlongs under the earth, and from
Colossæ to Cydrara, where King Crœsus had set up a
pillar to mark the boundaries of Lydia. After this he
saw a plane-tree which was so fair that for the sake of
its beauty he gave it ornaments of gold, and appointed
one of the Immortals to have the charge of it. So he
came to the city of Sardis.



Being arrived at this city he straightway sent heralds
to Greece who should ask for earth and water, as tokens
that they gave themselves and their country to the
King. To Athens, indeed, and to Sparta he sent not, but
to all other cities he sent, for he thought that they
who had refused to give them on the sending of King
Darius would now give them for fear of his host.



Now the cause why he sent not heralds to Athens and
Sparta was this, that these cities had dealt evilly
with the heralds which King Darius had sent on this
errand, the Athenians throwing them down into the pit,
which is the place of punishment for such as are
appointed to die, and the Spartans casting them into a
well and bidding them take earth and water for
themselves. What ill thing befell the Athenians by
reason of their having dealt so unrighteously with the
heralds it is not possible to discern, unless indeed it
be that their city and country were laid waste; but
for this laying waste there was doubtless another
cause. But on the Spartans there came trouble from the
wrath of Talthybius, the same that was herald to King
Agamemnon.  (There is a temple of this Talthybius in
Sparta, and when there is any sending of heralds from
Sparta, his descendants, who are called the sons of
Talthybius, are sent.) After the doing of this deed the
Spartans found no good tokens in their sacrifices. And
when this had been so for many days, the Spartans were
much troubled, and called many assemblies of the people
about this matter. At the last they made proclamation
inquiring whether any Spartan were willing to die for
his country. Whereupon two men, Sperthias the son of
Aneristus, and Bulis the son of Nicolaus, nobles both
of them, and than whom there were none more wealthy in
Sparta, of their own free-will offered themselves as an
offering of atonement to Xerxes, and the Spartans sent
them to the Persians as men that were doomed to die. In
their journey to Susa they came to Hydarnes. This
Hydarnes was a Persian, and governor of all them that
dwelt on the sea-coast of Asia. This man showed them
hospitality; and as they sat at the banquet, he said to
them, "Men of Sparta, why are you not willing to be
friends with the King? Ye see that the King knows
how to honor good men, for consider me and my fortune.
And ye also, if you would give yourselves to the
King—for the King knows that ye are good men—would be
rulers of the land of Greece by the King's favor." To
this the men answered, "Thy counsel, Hydarnes, is not
the counsel of one that knows the whole matter. Thou
knowest indeed what it is to be a slave, but of freedom
thou hast never made trial, whether it be sweet or no.
Surely if thou hadst made such trial thou wouldst
counsel us to fight for it, not with the spear only,
but also with the battle-ax."



Such was the answer which the men made to Hydarnes.
After this they went unto Susa, and came before the
King. And when the guards would have had them fall down
before the King and do obeisance, these two Spartans
refused. "We will not do it," said they; "no, not if ye
thrust our heads down to the ground, for it is not our
custom to fall down before any man, neither are we come
hither for any such thing." In this manner they escaped
the doing such obeisance. Afterward they spake to the
King, saying, "King of the Medes, the 
Lacedæmonians have sent us to make atonement for thy heralds that
were slain in Sparta." But Xerxes, for greatness of
heart, would not take such atonement. "The Spartans,"
he said, "when they do such things overthrow all law
and justice among men; but I will not make myself like
unto them. I will neither do the thing for the doing of
which I reproach them, nor will I loose them from their
guilt by slaying the men that they have sent to me."



By these means the anger of Talthybius was staid
awhile, and this though Sperthias and Bulis came back
safe to Sparta. Nevertheless many years afterward it
fell on the Spartans, as they themselves say, in the
great war that was waged between them and the
Athenians. That this wrath should fall on envoys of the
Spartans, and should not cease till it was satisfied,
seems to be just; but that the men on whom it fell
should be children of these same two that were sent to
the King at Susa, this is passing strange. Yet so it
fell out. For Nicolaüs the son of Bulis, and Aneristus
the son of Sperthias, having been sent as ambassadors
to Asia, were betrayed by Sitalces, King
of Thrace, to the Athenians, and being carried to
Attica, there perished, and with them Aristeas of
Corinth.  These things came to pass many years after
the expedition of King Xerxes.



When the messengers, then, had been sent to the cities
of the Greeks, the King prepared to march to Abydos,
purposing to pass over thence into Europe. 
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Of the Preparations of the Greeks



When the messengers told the words that they had heard
and written down to the people, there were many and
various opinions among those who sought to interpret
the oracle. Some of the older men said that it seemed
to them that the god bade them fortify the citadel, for
that in old time the citadel of Athens had been
surrounded with a fence. And this fence they supposed
to be the "wooden wall." And there were others that
said the "wooden wall" signified their ships; but these
were confounded by the last words of the oracle:




	"Thou, holy Salamis, shalt bring


	Dark death to sons of women born,


	Or when abroad the seed they fling,


	Or when they pluck the ripened corn."







These words troubled them much, for the
readers of oracles declared that it was signified by
them that they should fight in ships and be worsted at
Salamis.



Now there was at Athens a certain man that was but
newly risen into the front rank of the citizens. This
was Themistocles the son of Neocles. He then coming
forward affirmed that the oracle-readers did not read
the words aright, for that, if they had been really
spoken concerning the Athenians, the god would have
said, "Sad Salamis," rather than "Holy Salamis," it
being decreed that the dwellers in the land should die
there. It was manifest therefore, he said, to one that
interpreted the words aright that they were spoken
concerning the barbarians, and not concerning the
Athenians. Wherefore he advised his fellow-citizens
that they should make ready to fight in ships, for that
these were their "wooden wall."  When Themistocles had
set forth these opinions, the Athenians judged them to
be better than the opinions of the oracle-readers. For
these would have hindered them from fighting in ships,
yea, from so much as lifting up their hands against
the enemy, and would have had them leave their country,
and find some other wherein to dwell.



Before this, another counsel of this same Themistocles
had been given excellently in season. It so chanced
that the Athenians had much money in their public
treasury, having received it from their mines at
Laurium. This they were about to divide among the
citizens, man by man, so that each should have ten
drachmæ; but Themistocles persuaded the Athenians that
this division should not be made, but that they should
use the money for the building of two hundred ships for
the war that they had on hand, that is to say, the war
against Ægina. This war indeed it was that was the
saving of Greece, for it compelled the Athenians to
become seafaring men. As for the two hundred ships,
they were not used for the end for the which they were
made; but they were a help to Greece when she most
needed them. So many ships had the Athenians ready
before the war; and they began to build others. And
now, after hearing the oracle and consulting
thereupon, they judged it well to put their whole force
on 
shipboard, even as the god commanded them; and so, together with
such of the Greeks as were of the same mind, to give
battle to the barbarians.



So soon as the Greeks that followed the good cause,
even the cause of Greece, were assembled together, they
took counsel and pledged their faith one to the other.
This being done, they agreed in this, that, first of
all, all feuds that there were of nation against nation
should be appeased. Many such there were; but the
greatest of all was that between the men of Athens and
the men of Ægina. Afterward, when they knew that King
Xerxes had come down to Sardis with his host, they
thought it good to send spies to see how matters stood
with the King in Asia; also they sent embassadors, some
to Argos, to make an alliance against the Persians; and
others to Sicily, to Gelon, lord of Syracuse; and to
Corcyra, to ask for help; and others again to Crete.
For they desired to bind together into one all that
bare the Greek name, so that they might strive with one
heart against him that was the enemy of all. Now the
power of
Syracuse was said to be greater than the power of any
other city among the Greeks.



When they had thus taken counsel together, and had
caused all such as were at enmity to be reconciled,
they sent three men into Asia to be spies. These came
to Sardis and learned what was to be known about the
King's army. But being discovered, they were questioned
by the generals and condemned to die. But when Xerxes
heard this he blamed the purpose of the generals, and
sent some of his own spearmen, commanding that if they
found the spies yet alive they should bring them into
his presence. So the spearmen went, and finding them
yet alive brought them into the presence of the King.
And when the King saw them, he inquired of them
wherefore they had come; and afterward commanded the
spearmen that they should show them the whole army,
both horse and foot, and all the power of the King, and
that when the men had had their fill of this sight,
they should send them away unhurt whithersoever they
would. And the cause, he said, why he gave this
commandment about the spies was this. If these spies be
put to death,
the Greeks will not know that my power is greater by
far than all that they have heard, nor shall we harm
them much slaying three of their men. But if these
spies return to Greece, then will the Greeks hear the
truth about this my host, and of their own free will
they will give themselves to us and surrender their
freedom, and we shall be spared the trouble of this
great business.  At another time, also, Xerxes spake
much in the same fashion. When he was in Abydos he saw
three corn ships coming from the Black Sea and sailing
down the Hellespont, carrying wheat to Ægina and the
Peloponnesus. And they that sat by him when they knew
that the ships belonged to the enemy had thought of
taking them, and looked to the King that he should give
the word. Then said Xerxes, "Whither do these ships
sail?" And the men answered, "To thy enemies, O King,
carrying corn to them." Then the King said, "And are we
not also sailing to the same place, taking with us corn
as well as many other things? What wrong therefore do
these men carrying food for us?"  So it came to pass
that the spies returned safe to Greece.



After this the Greeks sent messengers to divers cities,
asking help. First they sent them to Argos. Now the
Argives had been warned by an oracle that they should
sit quiet, being indeed greatly weakened by that which
they had suffered at the hands of the Spartans, for
these, under King Cleomenes, had slain six thousand
citizens. Nevertheless they bade the messengers come
into their council chamber and declare their message.
And when they had heard it they answered, "We will help
you if the Spartans will give us a truce for thirty
years, and will also divide with us the command of the
army. This indeed we should by rights have altogether,
but we will divide it with Sparta. The truce they asked
that, their children having grown to man's estate, they
might be able to make head against Sparta, if need
should be. The Spartans answered, "As for the truce, we
will bring the matter before the people, but the
leadership we can not divide as ye would have it. For
we have two kings and ye only one. But your King shall
have one vote." This the Argives could not endure.
Whereupon they said to the messengers, "Depart out of
our
borders before the sun be set, or we will deal with you
as with enemies."



This is the story of the Argives, but the other Greeks
affirm that Xerxes sent a messenger to them, saying,
"We Persians are your kinsmen, for Perses, who is our
father, was son to Perseus that was the son of Danae,
that was the daughter of Acrisius your King. Wherefore
neither should we fight against you, nor ye against us.
Do ye, therefore, keep quiet, and there shall be none
whom we will honor more than you." With this message
the Argives were greatly pleased; and they asked for a
share in the leadership for a pretense only, as knowing
that the Spartans would not yield it.



Many years after it chanced that while certain
ambassadors from Athens were at Susa, there came up
also an embassy from Argos, who inquired of King
Artaxerxes, that was son to Xerxes, "Does the
friendship that Xerxes thy father made with us still
remain, or dost thou count us as enemies?" To this
Artaxerxes answered that the friendship remained, and
that he held no city dearer to him than Argos.



The truth of these matters can not certainly be known.
Yet so much may be affirmed without doubt, that if all
men were to bring their own misdeeds into one place, as
wishing to exchange them for the misdeeds of their
neighbors, when they came to look close into the
misdeeds of their neighbors, they would be right glad
to carry back their own.



Other messengers, among whom was one Syagrus of Sparta,
were sent to speak with Gelon, lord of Syracuse. These,
when they were come into his presence, spake, saying,
"The Spartans and the Athenians and their allies have
sent us to tell thee that the Persians are marching
into Europe, giving out indeed that they make war upon
Athens only, but purposing to subdue the whole land of
Greece. Do thou therefore—for thou hast great power,
being lord of Sicily—help us that we may keep our
freedom. And be sure that if thou suffer us to perish
these barbarians will fall next upon thee, and that if
thou helpest us thou helpest thyself." To this Gelon
made answer, "Men of Greece, ye think only of
yourselves when ye ask my help against the Persians.
Did ye help
me when I would have had you for my allies against the
Carthaginians? Nevertheless I will not render evil for
evil, but will help you, sending two hundred ships, and
twenty thousand footmen, and two thousand horsemen, and
archers and slingers and light horsemen, of each two
thousand. Also I will promise meat for the whole host
of the forces so long as the war shall continue. Only
ye must make me commander."



Therefore Syagrus the Spartan burst forth, "Surely now
Agamemnon son of Pelops would groan to hear that Gelon
and the men of Syracuse had taken the leadership from
Sparta. If thou wilt help the Greeks, O King, know that
thou must follow the leading of the Spartans."



Then said Gelon, "For all thy evil words, man of
Sparta, thou shalt not persuade me to answer thee evil.
Yet if ye put such store by this command, how much more
should I, that can bring with me so great an army!
Howbeit I will yield to you so much as this. If ye will
take the rule of the army, then will I command the
ships; or, if ye choose the ships, yield the
army to me. But if this please you not, then ye must
depart without my alliance,"



Then said the ambassador from Athens, making haste
before the Spartan could speak, "The Greeks have sent
me, O King, to ask not for a leader, but for an army;
but thou sayest little of an army, but art over eager
for the leadership. As to the army we were willing that
the Spartan should answer; but as to the fleet, hear
this. If the Spartans will have the command, we yield
it to them; but if not, then it comes to us, and we
give it to no man. For why should we yield, who are the
most ancient nation of all the Greeks, and of whom came the 
most skillful to order an army of all the
chieftains that fought against Troy?"



Then said Gelon, "Man of Athens, ye seem to have
commanders more than enough, but of them that should be
commanded a few only. Go ye back then to Greece with
all haste, and say that she has lost the spring out of
the year." For he likened himself and his power to the
spring, which is the best season of the year.



When the Greeks had departed, Gelon sent
three small ships, and with them one Cadmus, who should
watch the issue of the war. And the man had with him
many gifts and earth and water. These Gelon commanded
him to give to King Xerxes if he should get the upper
hand, and if not, to bring back again. This Cadmus had
received the lordship of Cos from his father, yet for
love of right and justice gave it up to the people. And
in this manner also he showed himself to be a righteous
man for when the Greeks had prevailed, and Xerxes had
departed, he kept not the gifts, as he might have done,
but carried them back to Gelon.



Nevertheless some say that, notwithstanding the matter
of the leadership, Gelon would have helped the Greeks,
but that there came to Sicily about this time a great
army of Phœnicians and Libyans and Sardinians under
Hamilcar, King of Carthage. They say also that he
conquered this army on the very same day on which the
Greeks conquered the Persians at Salamis.



Envoys went also to the Corcyreans, who spake them
fair, saying that they would send sixty ships. But
these ships were long delayed;
and after they had set forth they lingered about the
coast of the Peloponnese, waiting for the end, even as
did Gelon. But when the Greeks reproached them, the
Corcyreans answered that the Etesian winds had not
suffered them to round Cape Malea.



The Cretans inquired of the god of Delphi whether they
should help the Greeks; and the god answered them, "Do
ye not remember, ye fools, how that Minos was wroth
with your nation because ye went to help the Greeks
against Troy, because forsooth a barbarian had carried
off a woman from Sparta, yet cared not to avenge him
when he perished at Camicus?" Wherefore the men of
Crete sat still.



While these things were being done the men of Thessaly
sent to the Greeks, saying, "Come ye and guard the pass
of Olympus, so shall ye preserve both our country and
the rest of Greece also. But if ye will not, then must
we yield to the Persians, lest we be left alone and so
perish on your behalf."



Then the Greeks sent an army, even ten thousand men at
arms, to the Pass of Olympus. But when they had been
there a few days only
there came messengers from Alexander, King of Macedon,
saying, "Depart from this place lest ye be trampled
underfoot by your enemies." And he told them of the
number of the army and of the ships. So the Greeks
departed and returned to the Isthmus; and having taken
counsel again, they determined to send an army to
Thermopylæ, which is the Pass from Thessaly into
Greece. And the fleet they sent to Artemisium, which is
in the island of Eubœa. As for the Pass it is but fifty
feet wide, and westward there is a high mountain which
no man can climb, but to the eastward is the sea and
the marshes of the river Peneus.  And across this Pass
there had been built a wall in old time. The Phocians
built it for fear of the men of Thessaly. And now the
Greeks repaired the breaches, for it was broken down. 



In the meanwhile the men of Delphi inquired of the god
what they should do, being in great fear of the
barbarians. And the god said to them that they should
pray to the winds. To the Athenians also there came an
oracle that they should seek help from their
son-in-law.
Now their son-in-law was Boreas, the north-wind; for
Boreas, being a prince of Thrace, took to wife, as say
the Greeks, Orithyia, the daughter of Erechtheus, that
was King of Athens.


