
Acts—Missionary 
Journeys of St. Paul 

109.—First Journey [A.D. 46-49] 

1. After his miraculous conversion St. Paul was 
received with much joy among the apostles. 
For some time he continued to teach at 
Antioch; but after a while, directed by the Holy 
Ghost, he and Barnabas were sent to preach 
the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

2. Wherever he went Paul first preached to the 
Jews, and only when they refused to hear him 
did he turn to the Gentiles. Many of these latter 
were converted, while the former, rejecting the 
grace thus offered them, were left with out 
excuse. 

3. Long before had the prophet Isaiah spoken 
of St. Paul and his labors, when he declared 
that "God would choose of the elect and send 
them to the people of the sea: He would send 
them into Africa and Lydia, into Italy and 
Greece, and the islands afar off, that they 
might announce His glory to the Gentiles, and 
all flesh should adore." 

4. When St. Paul and Barnabas left Antioch 
they directed their steps to the island of 
Cyprus. On their arrival Sergius, the Roman 
proconsul, sent for them, that he might hear 
the word of God. But there was at the 
proconsul's house a Jewish magician, named 
Elymas, who strove to turn Sergius from the 
faith. 

5. St. Paul, seeing the malice of Elymas, and 
also inspired by the Holy Ghost, turning to him, 
said: "Because you have tried to pervert the 
ways of God, you shall be blind for a time." 
Immediately he was struck blind. When tho 
proconsul saw this he believed, and was 
baptized. 

6. From Cyprus, Paul and Barnabas sailed for 
Asia Minors Arriving at Antioch in Pisidia, they 
preached to both Jew and Gentile. Many were 
converted. Here the Jews became very much 
excited, and coming together, contradicted 
Paul; but he, turning to them, said: "It 

behooved us to preach to you first; now you 
have rejected the word of God, and we turn to 
the Gentile." 

7. The Jews continued to harass and 
persecute Paul and Barnabas, until, wearied, 
they shook the dust from their feet and left the 
place. They passed from city to city, preaching 
and establishing churches. 

8. At Lystra, a city of Lycaonia, Paul cured a 
man who had been lame from his birth. When 
the people saw this, they thought Paul and 
Barnabas were gods, and wished to offer 
sacrifice to them; but Paul forbade them. Many 
believed. 

9. Soon after this certain Jews came to Lystra 
from the cities where Paul had already been 
preaching. They succeeded in exciting an 
insurrection against him, and the multitude 
rising up stoned him, and dragging him out of 
the city, left him for dead. Paul, however, 
recovered, and returned into the city, where he 
remained for some time. 

10. After preaching the Gospel at Derbe, Paul 
and Barnabas returned to Antioch, passing 
through the places where they had already 
preached. Everywhere they exhorted the 
faithful to persevere, and in every church they 
appointed bishops, having first prayed and 
imposed hands upon them. 

111.—Second Voyage [A.D. 50-52] 

1. Some time after this St. Paul started on a 
second missionary journey. He passed through 
Syria, and again went into Asia Minor, 
preaching everywhere, visiting the old and 
establishing new churches. 

At Troas he had a vision in which he was 
called to Macedonia. Immediately he set sail, 
accompanied by Silas, Luke, and Timothy. 
They passed over from Asia, and arrived safely 
at Philippi, the capital of Macedonia. 

2. Here the apostle stayed with a merchant 
named Lydia, one of the new converts. There 
was also in the city a girl possessed by a 
divining spirit. She brought much gain to her 



masters. Paul, taking her, drove out the evil 
spirit. 

3. When her masters saw their hopes of gain 
gone, they became very much displeased, and 
seizing Paul and Silas, cast them into prison, 
having first beaten them with rods. About the 
middle of the night, while Paul and Silas were 
praying, suddenly there came a great 
earthquake and shook the jail to its 
foundations. All the doors were opened, and 
the bonds of the prisoners were loosened. 

4. When the jailer awoke and found the doors 
of the prison open, he took his sword and was 
about to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul cried out they were there. 
The jailer, trembling, entered with a light, and 
falling down at the feet of Paul, asked what he 
must do to be saved. Paul bade him believe in 
the Lord Jesus; and, having instructed him, 
that same night baptized him and all his family. 

5. In the morning the magistrates, hearing that 
Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, sent to 
beg their pardon for having scourged them, for 
it was unlawful to scourge a Roman citizen. 
They then set them at liberty. 

6. Paul established a small church at Philippi; 
thence he passed to Thessalonica, and 
afterwards to Berea and several other cities, 
establishing churches and preaching the word. 
At last he came to Athens, the capital of 
Greece. 

7. Seeing how the city was given up to idolatry, 
his zeal was roused, and he began to preach 
in the market-place. He was taken before the 
Areopagus, where the philosophers and 
leading men of the city were assembled, and 
was asked to state the nature of the doctrines 
he taught. 

8. Paul rose and addressed the vast multitude, 
saying, "Athenians, in passing through your 
city, I found an altar on which was written: 'To 
the unknown God:' what you here worship 
without knowing it, I preach." He then gave a 
long and detailed account of the nature of God 
and the character of the Christian religion, 
concluding with the resurrection of the dead. 

9. When they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked, but others said they 
would hear him again. A few joined him; 
amongst whom was one named Dionysius, a 
member of the Areopagus. 

10. From Athens Paul went to Corinth. He first 
preached to the Jews; but they contradicting, 
and refusing to listen to him, he said to them, 
"Your blood be upon your own heads; I am 
clean." 

He then preached to the Corinthians, and soon 
had the satisfaction of seeing many converted. 
After a year and a half spent at Corinth, Paul 
passed over to Asia, and, returning by 
Ephesus, came to Antioch. 

11. The Church grew with astonishing rapidity; 
her influence was felt everywhere. The little 
cloud, no bigger than a man's hand, had begun 
to grow, and now covered nearly the face of 
the heavens. The earth was about to receive 
the genial rain. Christ came to call the Jews, 
but they threw away their vocation with the 
same indifference that Esau had sold his 
birthright for a mess of pottage. 

112.—Third Voyage. [A.D. 53-58] 

1. Soon after his return from his second 
voyage, St. Paul started on a third missionary 
tour. Again he passed through Asia Minor, and 
finally came to Ephesus, at that time the capital 
of the Roman possessions in Asia. Here he 
baptized twelve men who formerly had 
received the baptism of John, and, laying 
hands upon them, they received the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. For two years Paul remained at Ephesus. 
Through his teaching most of the inhabitants of 
that part of Asia learned the doctrines of 
Christianity. Paul wrought many miracles, and 
his power became so great, that the simple 
touch of the handkerchiefs that had touched 
his body was sufficient to cure the sick. Fear 
came upon those who saw these things, and 
many came, confessing their sins. 

3. While St. Paul was at Ephesus there arose a 
violent persecution against him. There was in 
the place a grand temple, dedicated to the 



goddess Diana. The silversmiths made small 
miniature temples, which they sold at 
considerable gain. When, by the conversion of 
the inhabitants, they saw their trade gone, 
headed by one Demetrius, they rose up 
against Paul, and only with much difficulty 
could the magistrates save him from their 
hands. 

4. When the tumult had subsided, Paul, having 
exhorted the disciples to persevere, passed 
over to Macedonia, and afterwards to Greece. 
From thence he returned to Asia, and came to 
Troas, where he stayed a week. On Sunday, 
the faithful assembled in a large hall to 
celebrate the divine mysteries. While St. Paul 
was preaching, a young man, who had been 
sleeping, fell from one of the windows, and 
was killed. Paul raised him to life. 

5. From Troas, Paul went to the islands of 
Lesbos and Chios, and thence to Samos and 
Miletus. At this latter place he sent for the chief 
men of the church at Ephesus, and spoke to 
them words of affectionate adieu: "I go," said 
he, "to Jerusalem, but I know not what shall 
befall me. Only this I know: that the Holy Ghost 
has warned me that chains and afflictions 
await me. But I fear not these things, only that I 
fulfil my mission. I know you shall see my face 
no more; therefore take heed to yourselves, 
and to the flock over which the Holy Ghost has 
placed you. 

6. "After my departure there shall rise up men 
speaking perverse things. Watch, therefore, 
remembering that, for three years, I ceased 
not, night nor day, to admonish every one of 
you. And now I commend you to God, who is 
able to give you an inheritance amongst His 
saints." 

7. When he had said this, he knelt down and 
prayed with them. All began to weep, and, 
falling upon his neck, kissed him. They grieved 
particularly because he had said they would 
see him no more. Leading him to the ship, they 
bade him an affectionate farewell. 

 

 

 

113.—Imprisonment and Death of 
St. Paul. [A.D.67.] 

1. The conversion of St. Paul had, from the 
beginning, been a sore blow to the Jews. His 
zeal for Christianity and his great success in 
making converts only increased their hatred; 
hence on his return to Jerusalem they excited 
so great a tumult against him, that in order to 
save him from violence it became necessary 
for the Roman governor to cast him into prison, 
and finally to send him to Felix, the governor of 
Caesarea. 

2. Paul remained two years a prisoner at 
Caesarea, when he appealed to the emperor 
at Rome. On the voyage the ship was wrecked 
at the island of Malta, and Paul was saved only 
by a miracle. 

3. After two years of easy captivity spent at 
Rome, Paul was set at liberty. Again he visited 
the scenes of his former labors, preaching 
anew the word of God, and confirming the 
converts in their faith. 

About the year 67, St. Paul again returned to 
Rome. Shortly after, Nero, the emperor, raised 
a cruel persecution against the Christians; St. 
Paul was seized upon and cast into prison, 
and, a few days after, beheaded. 

 


