
Acts—Other Apostles 

114.—The Other Apostles. 

1. While St. Paul was preaching in Asia and 
Europe, the other apostles were not idle. 
Everywhere they preached the Gospel and 
established churches, appointing bishops to guide 
the faithful and transmit the doctrines they had 
received. Some went to Persia, others to Arabia, 
while some went even to the distant India. By the 
end of the first century there was no country then 
known that had not heard of Christ. 

2. During this time some of the apostles and two of 
their disciples, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, wrote short histories of Our Savior's life. St. 
Paul and some of the other apostles also wrote 
letters, or, as they are better known, "Epistles," of 
instruction, either to churches they had themselves 
established, or to others that asked them for 
advice. By degrees these writings were gathered 
together, and became known under the general 
name of the New Testament. 

3. After preaching at Jerusalem, for a while St. 
Peter chose Antioch as the centre of his apostolic 
labors. At a later period he established his see at 
Rome, where to-day his successors reside, and 
from whence they rule the Church of God. At the 
same place and on the same day that St. Paul was 
beheaded, St. Peter was crucified with his head 
down. All the other apostles, John excepted, also 
shed their blood in proof of their faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

4. After Our Savior's death, St. John took the 
Blessed Virgil: to himself, and by his tender love 
partly recompensed for the loss of her divine Son. 
After her death John was seized upon and cast into 
a caldron of boiling oil. Saved by a miracle, he was 
banished to the island of Patmos, where he wrote 
his prophetic Revelations. After his release he 
dwelt in Ephesus. Here he wrote his gospel, and for 
many years preached but one sermon: "My 
children, love one another." 

About the year 100 he died—alone of all the 
apostles—a natural death. 

5. Under the Old Law Jerusalem was the centre of 
the Jewish religion; under the Christian 
dispensation, Rome is the centre of Catholicity, and 
the Pope is the head of the Christian Church. 

115.—Conclusion. 

1. In this short and exceedingly condensed history 
it will be seen how God, for four thousand years, 
strove to prepare mankind for the coming of Jesus 
Christ: at one time by revelations made directly by 
Himself; at another by the prophets whom from 
time to time He sent to enlighten the world. 

2. When Jesus Christ did come, He showed how 
the revelations made concerning Him were verified 
in Himself, and also proved His divinity by His 
miracles. He then preached and established His 
Church, choosing His apostles to be witnesses both 
of His words and His works. In time He died, rose 
again, and ascending into heaven, the work of 
redemption was accomplished. 

3. The first apostles whom Christ chose to 
announce His doctrines to the world have also 
passed away, but the work of Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Catholic Church, remains, and will remain to 
the end. 

4. She is founded upon truth; her voice is the voice 
of truth; hence she is as imperishable as truth itself. 
The cement that binds together the parts of this 
grand old edifice is none other than the blood of 
Jesus Christ; also the blood of His apostles and 
martyrs, who have so generously and freely 
sacrificed their lives in proof of the doctrines they 
so fearlessly preached, and which were once 
delivered to them by their divine Master, Jesus 
Christ. 

5. Let the storms of human passion rage as they 
may against this Church; let the violence of human 
power spend itself for her ruin; let the poison of 
heresy and the malice of blasphemy conspire 
against her, yet this Church shall never be shaken 
nor destroyed. 

6. Let us then rejoice that we belong to the Catholic 
Church; let us only remain faithful to the end; let us 
keep the commandments, and enlightened, 
purified, and strengthened by the graces which the 
Church alone can give, we need have no fear; one 
day we must, we infallibly will, pass from God's 
kingdom upon earth to God's kingdom in heaven, 
where, with the angels, we will for endless ages 
rejoice in an ocean of bliss; where, in the heavenly 
Jerusalem, with the saints of the Old as well as with 
the saints of the New Law, we shall forever bless 
and adore the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

 


