
Saints and Orders Opposed to Islam 

The historical saints and heroes listed below, are known either for their defense of 
Catholic doctrine in the face of Islam, or for their association with a religious order that 
was founded to oppose Islam, such as the military orders or orders dedicated to freeing 
captive slaves. 

MILITARY ORDERS 
 

Knights Hospitallers (Order of St. John of Jerusalem), 1099 

The earliest religious order to combine military with monastic duties was that of the Hospitallers 
of St. John of Jerusalem. This institution dates back to Io48, when some merchants of Amalfi 
built a hospital for pilgrims in honor of St. John the Baptist. Many of the Crusaders entered 
among the Hospitallers, and gave the Order a military character. The religious were grouped 
into three ranks: Chaplains, Knights, and Brothers Servants-at-Arms. All served the sick and the 
poor in hospitals, and wonderful tales are told of their heroic charities. 

When Jerusalem was evacuated they settled at Acre, where they remained for a hundred years, 
until the Seljukian Turks besieged that city. Only a boatful of the knights escaped and took 
refuge in Cyprus. Later the knights succeeded in gaining possession of the Island of Rhodes, 
where they ruled over a prosperous people for two hundred years. In 1523 the Turks forced the 
knights to capitulate, and they retired to Malta. Their record is one of unstained honor. Order is 
still in existence. Now known as Sovereign Military Order of Malta. 

Prominent Knights Hospitallers: 

 Blessed Gerard Thom (1040-1120) — Lay Benedictine, Rector of hospital in Jerusalem 
where Knights Hospitallers was established. Founded the order. 

 Jean de Valette (1495-1568) — Knight who first distinguished himself at the siege of 
Rhodes, and as Grand Master, led the heroic defense of Malta against a force of 40,000 
Turks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Knights Templars (Order of Solomon's Temple), 1118 

The Knights Templars, founded in Jerusalem, were so called because their first dwelling stood 
on the site of Solomon's Temple. The Templars were governed by a grand master, and were 
exempt from episcopal control, being subject to the Pope alone. The attained an early 
reputation for austerity, valor, and devotion to the poor. They kept up their reputation as long as 
fighting was needed, but when the Crusades were over their distinctive work was finished and 
they became involved in banking and money-lending throughout Europe. The wealth and 
secrecy of the order lent itself to corruption and envy, and the order did not long survive after 
the Crusading era. 



Prominent Knights Templars: 

 Hugues de Payens (1070-1136) — Co-founder with St. Bernard of Clairvaux, of the 
Knights Templars. Wrote the 'Latin Rule', the code of behavior for the Order. First Grand 
Master of the Order. 

 Jacques de Molay (1495-1568) — Last Grand Master of the Order of Knights Templars. 
Arrested by Philip IV of France and tortured into a confession of atrocious activities. He 
later recanted, but was tried again and burned at the stake. 

Suppression of the Order (1312): 

 Their privileges, enormous riches, assumption of unequalled prowess, led to corruption 
within the order and awakened jealousy their enemies. 

 The charges brought against the Templars were apostasy, profligacy, sodomy, and 
impiety. 

 Philip IV of France was openly hostile to the Templars. He pressured Pope Clement V to 
disband the order and arrested several of the leaders. 

 To protect the Order, Pope Clement V suspended the power of the French inquisitors and 
appointed his own. Under torture, the Grand Masters de Molay and de Charney 
acknowledged, retracted, then acknowledged again the accusations. Many of the other 
Templars confessed to the similar crimes. 

 In 1312, at the Council of Vienna, Pope Clement V suppressed the Order of the Knights. 

 Philip IV did not wait for a final sentence, but had the two Grand Masters and fifty-four 
other knights burned to death for heresy and other crimes. 

 Philip IV and Clement V both died unexpectedly within a year after the execution of the 
Knights Templars, and within 14 years, all three of Philip's sons and grandsons also died, 
bringing an end to 400 years of Caput rule. 

 

 
 

Teutonic Knights (Brothers of the German House in Jerusalem), 1143. 

The Order of Teutonic Knights was founded by merchants from Lubeck and Bremen. It was 
never as numerous as the other orders, and was at first confined to Acre, but later withdrew to 
Germany, where the members carried on warfare against the pagan Russians and Poles. Thus 
they acquired large possessions and founded the Duchy of Prussia. The Order lost its territory 
in 1525 when the last Grand Master, Albert of Brandenburg, became a Protestant, secularized 
its possessions, and made them hereditary in his family. 

 

 

 



Orders to Ransom Captive Slaves 

Trinitarians (Order of the Holy Trinity of the Captives), 1198. 

Trinitarian order was created in France to ransom Christians who had been captured off the 
Coast of Europe and enslaved or held captive by Moslems. The order was known for sending its 
agents to slave markets to buy Christian slaves and set them free. Aside from raising money it 
was also dedicated to corporal works of mercy in local communities, and its members served 
the poor and sick. At least one third of the money raised by the order went directly to ransoming 
slaves. The order spread throughout France and eventually assumed the work of 
evangelization, as well as caring for sick and poor. 

The Patron of the Trinitarians is "Our Lady of Good Remedy" and their emblem is a blue and 
red cross. Prominent Trinitarians include: 

 St. John de Matha (1160-1213) — Founder of the Order of the Most Holy Trinity after 
having a vision of captives in need of rescue during his first Mass. 

 St. Felix of Valois (1127-1212) — French hermit who became the spiritual advisor of 
John de Matha and assisted him in founding the Trinitarian order. 

 Cervantes (1547-1616) — Author of 'Don Quixote is the most famous prisoner who was 
ransomed by the Trinitarians. 

 

 

Mercedarians (Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy), 1218 

The Mercedarian order, founded to ransom captives and free slaves, was founded in Barcelona 
by a former soldier who became a tutor for James I of Aragon. At the time the order was 
founded Spanish Christians were at war against Moorish states and any citizen living near areas 
of conflict was at risk of being captured as a slave. Even after the Christians retook most of 
Spain, the areas near the Mediterranean coast was rife with pirates and slavers who threatened 
the inhabitants as well as travelers. The Mercedarians were a Mendicant order, dedicated to 
charitable works, and in addition to their solemn vows, members took a fourth vow to give up 
their lives for another captive or for a Christian in danger of losing their faith. 

The Mercedarian order was originally sponsored in Spain by James I of Aragon. The Patron of 
the Mercedarians is "Our Lady of Ransom" (feast day September 24). Prominent Mercedarians 
include: 

 St. Peter Nolasco (1189-1256) — French soldier who fought in wars against the Moors. 
Later became tutor of James I of Aragon and before founding the Mercedarian Order to 
ransom slaves and captives. 

 St. Raymond of Penafort (1175-1275) — Dominican friar who assisted in founding the 
Mercedarian order in Spain. Previously known for his catalogue of Canon law books. 
Patron saint of Canon lawyers. 

 St. Raymond Nonnatus (1204-1240) — Leader of the Mercedarian order and chief 
Ransomer who was taken captive in exchange for other prisoners and horribly tortured. 
Patron saint of Childbirth and midwives due to his irregular Caesarean birth. 

 



Catholic Maritime Alliances 

Holy League, 1571 

The term 'Holy League' refers to a Coalition Catholic Maritime states organized to resist 
Ottoman control of the Mediterranean. It most commonly refers to the alliance of Catholic states 
who fought under John Don of Austria at the Battle of Lepanto. That coalition included The 
Papal states, Spain, Naples and Sicily, Venice, Genoa, Various Italian principalities, and the 
Knights of Malta. The allies assembled over 300 ships, 50,000 men and considerable artillery. 
They gathered near Greece with the intention of coming to the aid of Cyprus, but ended up 
defeating the Ottomans in the Battle of Lepanto. 

Prominent naval commanders of the Holy League include: 

 Don John of Austria (1547-1578) — Illegitimate son of Charles V who led the Christian 
forces against the Turks at the naval Battle of Lepanto. 

 Andrea Doria (1466-1560) — Leading admiral of the Republic of Genoa, known for his 
leading role in numerous naval battles against the Turks. His adopted son Giovanni was 
an admiral at the battle of Lepanto. 

 Cervantes (1547-1616) — Author of 'Don Quixote, who as a young Spanish soldier, 
fought and was wounded at the Battle of Lepanto. Later captured by the Mohammedans 
and ransomed. 

Several other efforts to organize Catholic states in mutual defense against Moslem pirates and 
slavers were referred to as the 'Holy League'. 

 1538 — Coalition led by Venice, composed of Genoa, Knights of Malta, Spain, and the 
Papal States fought Turkish pirate king Barbarossa at Preveza, but were defeated. 

 1685 — Coalition assembled to provide naval support for Catholic countries opposing the 
Turks in the Great Turkish war, following the Battle of Vienna in 1683. 

 


