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The Claims of Jesus 

Jesus Claimed to Be the Messiah 

 There no doubt that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah predicted by the Prophets 

 Since the Time of Daniel, "Son of Man" was used to refer to the Messiah — Jesus calls 
himself "The Son of Man" 68 times in the Synoptic Gospels and 12 times in John 

 Biblical Evidence Jesus was recognized as the Messiah: 

o At Caesarea-Philippi Peter said "Thou art the Christ, son of the living God". Then 
Jesus praised him and said this knowledge was revealed by God. 

o When the Jews asked John the Baptist if he was the Messiah, he said "I am not". 
o After the Loaves and fishes miracle the crowd proclaimed Jesus the Messiah. "This 

is the prophet indeed, come into the world." 

 The Messiah expected at the time Jesus was born was thought to be a military leader. 
Jesus had to correct this idea. 

o "My Kingdom is not of this world." 
o "Render to Caesar what is Caesars and to God what is Gods." 
o Jesus had to raise idea of a "religious" Messiah that connected back to Isiah 

"Prince of Peace, King of Justice" who offered himself as a Sacrifice and Ransom 
(Isaiah 53) 

 

 

Jesus Claimed to Be the Son of God 

 The expression "Son of God" as used among the Hebrews meant a man of great wisdom 
— Jesus did not use the term to refer to himself in this way. 

 Jesus almost always referred to God as "My Father" or "Your Father", not "Our Father" — 
The Lord’s prayer was written explicitly for his apostles. 

 After the finding in the Temple he said to Mary that he need to be about "My Father’s 
business". 

 In Matthew 11:25 he says "All things are delivered to Me by My Father" "No one knows 
the son but the Father . . . . 

 In John 1:18. "No man has seen God at any time, the only Begotten son. 

 In Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen (Mark 12) Jesus was the "Most dear Son and 
Heir" 

 In Hebrews: God, who at Sundry time spoke by the Prophets, in these day has spoken to 
us by "His Son." 



 In front of Sanhedrin Jesus said. "Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of the power of God, and coming in the clouds of heaven." This was the reason 
he was accused of Blasphemy. He died rather than renounce it. 

 Before his Ascension Jesus said: "All power is given to me in heaven and on the earth." 
"Baptize all in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." This is 
called the Great Commission. 

 If Jesus did not claim to be God, what did he claim to be? 

 

 

Some Difficulties Solved — Answers to Critics 
Q 1. Did Jesus recognize his divinity gradually over time? 

A 1. No, but he did reveal his identity gradually. For example, He forbade the devils from calling 
him Christ early in his ministry. That was because Jews were expecting a Political Messiah. 
They needed time to adjust their expectations. 

Q 2. Was Jesus just a madman and lunatic? 

A 2. Casting money-changers out of the Temple is cited as example of Jesus's maniacal bad 
temper, but this was righteous anger, not hysteria. 

Q 3. Did Jesus preach against the family? i.e. Mark 3:33 "Who is my mother and brothers? 
Whosoever doeth the will of God." 

A 3. No, he was only affirming the importance of doing the will of God, not denying actual family 
ties. 

Q 4. Did the friends and relatives of Jesus think he was a madman when he empowered 
his disciples to cast out devils? 

A 4. The quote regarding Christ being called a madman needs to be read in context. Jesus's 
friends and relatives were worried Jesus was so focused on ministry he wasn't taking care of 
himself. ("so surrounded by multitude he could not take food".) Later the scribes accused him of 
using devils to cast out Devils and Jesus answered "How can Satan cast out Satan? If a house 
be divided against itself it cannot stand." 

Q 5. Could Jesus have been a fanatic due to the extravagance of his claims? 

A 5. "The suggestion of madness is inconsistent with the breadth of vision and originality of 
thought." Ron Knox. 

Q 6. Why did Jesus say "My God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

A 6. Jesus was quoting from David’s "Psalm 21" which is Messianic. . . 

Q 7. When Jesus said "But about that day or hour, no man knoweth, not even the angels 
or son, only the father." Is he putting himself below the Father in knowledge? 

A 7. When Jesus refers to the "Son of Man" he refers to the Messiah. He states the messiah is 
not commissioned to reveal the end of time. 



Jesus Justifies his Claims 

The Perfect Holiness of Jesus 

1. Christ was free from every sin and imperfection. 

2. Christ was not only sinless, but also showed the perfection of every virtue. 

The Superhuman Wisdom of Jesus 

 Jesus did not attend any schools of learning in his day. His wisdom was innate. 

o "He taught as one having power". (Matt 7:29) 
o "Never did a man speak like this man." (John 7:46) 

 Doctrine of Jesus is for all people for all time. 

 Doctrine of Christ renewed the face of the earth. 

 Even skeptics are forced to admit he spoke with super human wisdom and holiness. 

 Jesus showed his wisdom not only by teachings, but by foretelling future events. 

 Did Jesus announce the immediate end of the world? 

The Miracles of Jesus 

 Christ performed real miracles 

 The crown of all miracles is his own resurrection 

 The resurrection fulfilled a prophesy 

 The resurrection is a historical fact. 

 The Gospel of the Resurrection converted the world 

 Most modernist efforts to discredit the resurrection are directly opposed to the evidence. 

 


