
Definition and Purpose of Apologetics 

These notes are derived from Catholic Apologetics by Fr. John Laux,  
Introduction: The Nature and Value of Apologetics, pp xi-xiv. 

Logic and Apologetics Terms 

Apologetics is a field of theology that seeks to explain and justify Christian beliefs and 
doctrines. Many Christian doctrines cannot be proven with mathematical certainty, but most can 
be shown to be reasonable, logically consistent, and based on compelling evidence. Apologists 
use reason and discourse to address the objections of skeptics and to defend the faith from 
malicious attacks. 
 Logic: is a science that evaluates arguments. The aim of logic is to develop a system of 

methods and principles that be used for constructing and evaluating arguments. 
 A Statement is sentence which makes an assertion that is either true or false. For 

example, "Dogs are mammals" is a true statement and "Dogs are reptiles" is a false 
statement. 

 Many statements, such as "The sky is blue" may be true or false depending on 
circumstances. An indeterminate statement can be clarified by making it more or less 
specific. 

o "The midday sky is blue on a clear summer day" is more specific, so it is a true statement. 
o "The sky is sometimes blue" is less specific, and is also a true statement. 

 
 An Argument is a group of statements, one or more of which are claimed to provide 

support for a concluding statement. Statements that make up an argument are divided 
into one or more premises and one conclusion. 
o A Premise is a statement that set forth the evidence or reasons for supporting a conclusion. 
o A Conclusion is a statement that the evidence or reasons is purported to support or imply. 

 Dialogue is a written or spoken exchange of ideas or opinions on a particular issue, with 
a view to reaching a mutual agreement or understanding. 

 A Syllogism is a structured argument that can be evaluated as either "valid" or "invalid". 
A valid argument is one in which, if the premises are true, the conclusion must also be 
true. Arguments that must lead to certain, irrefutable conclusions are often formed 
as Syllogisms. 

Most effective apologetics arguments are based on discourse, dialogue, and the introduction of 
compelling evidence rather than pure logic. Apologists must address the honest doubts and 
objections of their opponents and acknowledge that faith, particularly regarding revealed truths, 
is a matter of will as well as intellect. Tools of logic are a necessary part of Apologetics but are 
not the only method of persuasion. 

A. Knowledge and the Sources of Knowledge 

 We possess all our knowledge in the form of Judgments 
 A Statement (also called a Premise) is a sentence that communicates a Judgment. 
 Judgments (statements/premises) that are in harmony with reality are "true". 
 Judgments can be 'certain' or 'uncertain'. Certain judgments are facts. Uncertain 

judgments are opinions. 



 We must have a reason for making a judgment. Reasons for judgements are 
"sources of knowledge". Some sources of knowledge are: 
o Self-evident truth (2+2=4, A boy is not a girl) is called A priori knowledge. 
o Truth arrived at by reasoning (deductive or inductive) is called an Inference. 
o Truth based on evidence of our senses is called empirical knowledge. 
o Truth can also be accepted on the basis of authority, either human or divine. 

B. Faith and its Justification 

 Divine Faith means holding firm to all that God has revealed. 
o Revealed truth is the "object" of faith 
o The infallibility of God is the "motive" of faith 
o The Church is the "means" by which we know the truths revealed by God 

 The Articles of Faith (Creeds) are NOT self-evident and must be believed based on 
authority 
o One must accept the truths of the faith as an act of "will". 
o The will is elevated by God's grace, making our faith supernatural. 

 Christian Truths are believable because God has revealed them is a "Judgement of 
Credibility" based on three premises. 
o God exists, 
o God has made revelations through Christ 
o Christ founded the Church to propagate divine revelation. 

 The Mysteries of Faith cannot be proven from reason or history. 
o But we can prove they are 1) Not contrary to reason, and 2) Of value to our souls 

 The three premises on which we base our "Judgement of Credibility" are NOT 
Mysteries and can be proven by reason and history. 
o 1) God Exists, 2) Christ is Divine, 3) Christ Founded the Church. 
o These premises prove the Reasonableness of the Catholic Faith and are important 

subjects in the study of Apologetics. 

C. The Nature and Divisions of Apologetics 

 The field of study which proves the Reasonableness of the Catholic Faith is called 
Apologetics 

 The science of Apologetics is directed at three types of Opponents 
o Atheists, Pantheists, Materialists, who deny the existence of a Personal God. 
o Jews, Mohammedans, Rationalists, who accept the idea of a Creator God, but deny 

the truth of the Christian Religion. 
o Heretics who accept some Christian truths, but deny one or more articles of the 

Catholic Faith. 
 Apologetics answers three questions 

o Why must we worship God (Directed to Atheists) 
o Why must we adhere to the Christian Faith (Directed to non-Christian Theists) 
o Why must we be members of the Catholic Faith (Directed to Christian Heretics) 

D. The Value of Apologetics 

 Apologetics cannot produce supernatural Faith 
o Faith is a gift of God 
o Apologetics appeals to the Intellect, but faith requires will as well as intellect. 



 Apologetics cannot prove the Credibility of the Catholic Faith with mathematical 
certainty. 
o Many truths of the Faith can be proven by reason and history, but are not self-

evident or non-controvertible. 
o Proofs of the faith are conclusive but not coercive. They cannot be discerned by 

those blinded by passion or prejudice. 
 The two primary purposes of Apologetics are 

o To satisfy the intellect of the "honest inquirer" to help awaken his desire for the 
faith. 

o To strengthen the believer in his resolve to adhere to the faith and to resist false 
philosophies. 

 To profit by the study of Apologetics, it should be approached with the "spirt of 
humility". 
o St. Augustine: "We must not want to solve all the difficulties of the Faith before we 

believe . . . By faith we subject ourselves to God . . if our heart is pure we shall see 
the truths of what we believe. 

 


