
Christian Apologists 

There are three groups of Christian Apologists that are fairly well known. The first are the 
Church Fathers who lived during Roman times, and defended the Church from attacks by 
Pagans, Jews and Heretics. The second lived after the Reformation and defended the Church 
against Protestant heresies. The third group lived in the modern era and defended the Church 
against Modernist heresies. Modern apologists are still active and many are the most prominent 
spokesmen for the Catholic faith in our current pagan age. 

Early Apologists — Church Fathers 

St. Justin  

Martyr  

(d. 165) 

Eminent Greek pagan who converted to Christianity and debated pagans. Surnamed 

'the Philosopher', he wrote open letters to emperors defending Christians and gave the 

first accounts of the mass. Before his conversion Justin studied every system of Greek 

philosophy, but failed to find the truth in any. One day when he was walking on the 

seashore a man told him to study the doctrines of Christianity. He devoted the rest of his 

life to preaching and defending the faith.  

 

In A.D. 150 St. Justin opened a school of theology in Rome. He wrote two famous 

apologies, addressed to the Roman Emperors. In one he asked that Christians not be 

punished unless they were guilty of a real crime. The other was addressed to Marcus 

Aurelius, who answered it by causing him to be martyred. Justin the Martyr is Patron 

saint of apologists, philosophers, lecturers. 

St. Irenaeus  

of Lyons  

(d. 202) 

Disciple of Polycarp in Smyrna, who traveled to Gaul and became a bishop in Lyons 

after the persecutions. His writings, condemning the heresies of the day were very 

influential in development of Christian doctrine. He opposed Gnosticism, declared the 

Roman church had the right and duty to condemn heresy, and he died as a Martyr. 

Clement 

of Alexandria  

(d. 215) 

Greek scholar who converted to Christianity. Wrote apologetics and theological treatise 

promoting Christianity using his broad knowledge of Greek philosophy, Gnosticism, and 

Jewish mysticism. He was a well-respected scholar and taught for many years at 

the Catechetical School of Alexandria. Origen and Alexander of Jerusalem were his 

best known students. 

Origen  

(d. 254) 

Origen was a student of Clement of Alexandria and a prolific writer of Christian 

apologetics. He was the son of Christian parents and when his father was martyred 

Origen's mother hid his clothes so that he could not go out to declare himself a 

Christian. Origen was exceedingly learned, and particularly famous for his knowledge of 

the Bible, of which he had learnt a portion by heart every day. He was soon placed at 

the head of the School of Alexandria, which was renowned all over the world as a great 

center of learning.  

 

Known for his scholarship and ascetic lifestyle, Origen was a controversial figure and 

was never canonized due to some speculative opinions that were eventually condemned 

by the Church. His most famous works were "Apology for the Christian Religion", 



directed against the calumnies of Celsus, a pagan philosopher and "Hexapla," which 

contained in six parallel columns different versions of the Old Testament. He died from 

the effects of imprisonment and torture for the Faith, under Emperor Decius, about the 

middle of the third century. 

Tertullian  

(d. 240) 

Tertullian, born at Carthage in 160, was the earliest defender of the faith who wrote in 

Latin. First a lawyer, and afterwards ordained priest, he was a man of persuasive 

eloquence, great ability, and varied, deep, and solid knowledge. With talent and energy 

he defended Christianity against the attacks of pagans, Jews, and heretics. He opposed 

Gnosticism and discussed Trinitarian doctrine in his works, but became involved in the 

Montanist heresy, and was never canonized. He died about the year 220, but it is feared 

that he was never reconciled to the Church. 

St. Cyprian  

of Carthage  

(d. 258) 

Bishop of Carthage, student of Tertullian, St. Cyprian was the best known Latin Christian 

writer until Jerome and Augustine. He wrote two Apologies in which he proved the 

Divinity of Christ based on scripture. He opposed the Novatianist heresy, which denied 

the ability of the Church to absolve all sins, and became bishop of Carthage, his native 

city in 248. Ten years later was beheaded during the persecution of Valerian. 

Modern Apologists — 19th and 20th Centuries 

This is a list of prominent English Speaking Apologists of the nineteenth and early 20th 
centuries. All were tremendously influential in addressing Modernist misconceptions and 
heresies during a skeptical ag. By appealing to the intellect and presenting a compelling case 
for respecting the insights and mysteries of Christian faith and traditions, they have lead 
thousands back into the Church. 

Most of the Apologists listed below were prolific writers, and only a few of their best known 
works are given. However, almost their whole body of work could be cited as Christian 
apologetics, sometimes whether in the form of history, literature, discourse, or commentary on 
contemporary topics. 

Bl. John 

Henry 

Newman  

(1801-1890) 

John Henry Newman was a priest and Cardinal who began his career as an apologist as 

an evangelical Christian, before transitioning to High Church Anglicanism where his 

scholarly and persuasive writings made him a leader of the 'Oxford Movement'. He wrote 

dozens of tracts arguing in favor of restoring Catholic traditions to the Anglican Church, 

and eventually gave up a high ranking position at the University of Oxford when he 

converted to Catholicism. He has since been highly regarded as one of the great 19th 

century theologians of the Catholic Church. Some of his most important works of 

Apologetics include Apologia, The Grammar of Assent, and the Idea of a University. 

G. K. 

Chesterton  

(1874-1936) 

G. K. Chesterton was an English poet, philosopher, dramatist, journalist, orator, lay 

theologian, biographer, and literary and art critic. He debated many of the most 

esteemed agnostics and skeptics of his time, and was an irrepressible literary force in 

defense of Orthodox Christianity in an age awash in modernist errors. His most famous 



Books of Apologetics are Orthodoxy, and The Everlasting Man, but almost everything he 

wrote had an evangelical or apologetic aspect to it. 

Fr. Ronald 

Knox  

1888-1957) 

Ronald Knox was a British priest, author, theologian and apologist, known for his books, 

detective novels, and broadcasts on BBC. Ordained as an Anglican priest in 1912, he 

was influenced by G.K. Chesterton and was re-ordained as a Catholic priest in 1919. 

Knox is also known for translating the Vulgate into English using original sources. 

Ven. Fulton 

Sheen  

(1895-1979) 

Fulton Sheen was an American bishop who is best known for his radio and television 

programs. He was an author and popular speaker before beginning his first radio 

program, the Catholic Hour  in 1930. He spoke almost always extemporaneously on a 

wide variety of topics, by the fifties began his first televised program of evangelization. 

His broadcasts are still popular and played regularly on EWTN. 

C. S. Lewis  

(1898-1963) 

C.S. Lewis was a professor of English literature who converted to Christianity as an 

adult due to the influence of G.K. Chesterton and his close friend J.R.R. Tolkein. He 

wrote a number of books explaining the basics tenets of Christian theology for lay 

people that became among the most read books of Apologetics in the English language. 

Some of his best known works include Mere Christianity, The Problem of Pain, Miracles, 

and The Great Divorce. Lewis also gained great renown for his radio broadcasts on 

Christian topics during WWII. 

Other Apologists well known to modern Catholics include Scott Hahn, Peter Kreeft, Patrick 
Madrid, Karl Keating, and Bishop Robert Barron. Many modern Apologists are former 
Protestants who have converted to the Catholic faith. Many have published books and are 
regularly featured on EWTN. 

 


