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General Arguments for the Existence of God 

"God, the beginning and end of all things, can be known with certainty from 
created things by means of the natural light of human reason." — Vatican 
Council 

 Christians believe that the existence of God can be known by Reason, and by knowledge 
of created things (both material and spiritual). 

o The existence of God can be proven by philosophical argument and appeal to 
reason. 

o The contemplation of nature (that is, the observation of created things leads us to 
believe in, and hope in God. 

o Apologetics appeals to the Intellect, but faith requires will as well as intellect. 

 Our natural knowledge of God is indirect. We see him through his works 

o Our notions of God are taken from created things. 
o We attributed every perfection that exists in the world (justice, beauty, knowledge, 

love) to God, but to an infinite degree. 
 We cannot obtain a full knowledge of God through Contemplation of Nature. —  

God MUST be a mystery, since he is greater than his creation. 

 Logical proofs of the existence of God from the contemplation of Nature are of several 
types: 

o "Teleological Argument" — The universe has great order and purposeful 
arrangement so it must have been created with intention and purpose. 

o "Cosmological Argument" — We can infer a cause of the universe outside of it and 
superior to it. 

o "Historical Argument" — The fact that man is a religious being implies a relationship 
between man and God. 

o "Moral Argument" — The fact that man is a moral being implies the existence of a 
Moral God. 

 All of the Logical proofs of Gods existence describe above are based on the "Law of 
Causality". 

o Anything which is created implies the existence of a creator. 
o Anything that exists must have been brought into existence by something greater 

than itself. 

The Teleological Argument for the Existence of God 

 The word Teleological is based on the Greek word "Telos" meaning end or purpose. It 
refers to explanations based on the end goal, purpose, or function of an object, as 
opposed to an explanation of its origin. 



 Reason tells us that where there is order and planning an intelligent being is at work. 
Therefore the universe is the work of a Supreme Intelligence we call God. 

 The facts pointing to a planned, ordered universe are boundless. All the laws of nature 
and wonders of creation evidence order and design. 

 Beauty is present everywhere in nature. Beauty cannot be explained without reference to 
intelligent design. 

o Beauty is a combination of qualities or form that pleases the senses. 
o The recognition of beauty implies intelligent interpretation of "evidence of our 

senses". 

 The Teleological argument has been challenged since ancient time. 

o The philosopher 'Epicurus' proposed the apparent order of the Universe was a 
result of 'Blind Chance' and accidental arrangement of matter. 

o The hypothesis of 'Blind Chance' was rejected by almost all thinking men for 
centuries. 

o It was resurrected again in the 19th century by followers of Charles Darwin's 
theories of 'Natural selection.' 

 Arguments against Purpose and Design in nature include the following 

o Are there not many things in nature that have no purpose? Possible Answer: We 
cannot say for certain things in nature have no purpose. We can discern purpose in 
nature, but cannot know for certain that anything in nature is purposeless. 

o Doesn't the existence of harmful animals, poisonous insects, disease and suffering 
argue against the wisdom and goodness of the designer of the Universe? Possible 
Answer: So-called defects in the work of creation are due to our imperfect 
understanding, not to God's imperfect character. 

o Why is there and suffering in the world? There are many theological answers to this 
that will be dealt with in later sections. 

 Natural Reason cannot adequately "Justify the Ways of God to Man." 

o The existence of moral and physical evil in the world will always remain a mystery. 
o The concept of 'Redemptive Suffering' in Christianity is an explanation that makes 

sense of and provides a purpose for suffering. 

The Cosmological Argument for the Existence of God 

The Cosmological argument for the existence of God that claims that all things in nature depend 
on something else for their existence (i.e., are contingent), and that the whole cosmos must 
therefore itself depend on a being that exists independently or necessarily. 

 Cosmological Arguments claim that all things in nature depend on something else for their 
existence. So the cosmos itself must depend on a being (God) that exists independently 
of it. 

 In our experience every event is determined by a cause. 

o Each event may be the cause of another event. There can be an endless series of 
events, once the first event gets started. 

o But there must be a first "uncaused" event. The initial "uncaused cause" is what we 
call God. 



 All Philosophers agree that something cannot come from nothing, and that a primary 
cause or entity must exist. They differ in how they perceive this essential self-existent 
being. 

o Pantheists identify God and the Universe as one and the same. God is not separate 
from this creation. He is part of creation. 

o Materialists believe the universe itself is self-existent and that nothing exists except 
matter itself. 

o Theists believe the universe came into being as a result of a creator God who is 
separate from his creation. 

 Monism reduces both God and the Universe to one being. Both Pantheism and 
Materialism are Monist philosophies. 

o Pantheism can be considered 'Spiritual Monism' because it acknowledges the 
spiritual aspects of the Universe. Buddhism and Animism are forms of Pantheism. 

o Materialism denies the spiritual nature of both God and the Universe. 

 Neither Pantheism or Materialism are capable of explaining the origin of the Universe. 

 Riddles of the Universe – Matters of Daily experience that can't be explained without 
reference to a Primary mover and creator of life. 

o What is matter and force? 
o What is the cause of motion? 
o What is the origin of Life? 
o What produces sensation and consciousness? 
o What produces rational thought and speech? 
o What is the cause of order and design in nature? 
o What Is Free Will? 

The Moral Argument for the Existence of God 

 The Moral Argument for the Existence of God states that God is the source of all morality 
and so if objective morality and conscience exist, then God must exist. 

 It is a fact that normal, sane, men have a conscience that discerns right and wrong. 

o We experience remorse when doing wrong. 
o All normal humans have a knowledge of first principles of good and evil. 
o Men without consciences are sociopaths, morally insane, and so prove the rule. 

 Man, above all animals, has free will to act in accordance with his desires 

o But their liberty of action is tempered by conscience. 
o God impresses his will on the soul of man by way of conscience. 
o Man recognizes the voice of conscience as that of a higher, sovereign power. 

 The argument from Morality leads us to the concept of a just and holy personal God 
rather than an abstract distant creator-god. (God of the Deists). 

 Could Conscience be the result of education and environment instead of innate? 

o Virtually all human civilizations—even those widely separated in time and location—
hold to similar first principles of morality. 

o Small children often give evidence of conscience and moral awareness. 



o Conscience pre-exists education, but can be formed and influenced by proper 
education or warped by false principles and bad examples. 

 Many objections to the Moral Argument refer to personal exceptions or moral dilemmas 
that don't address the essential claims of the argument. 

o Atheists can be moral without a belief in God. 
o What the necessity of doing evil so that a greater good can come of it. 
o Why do some cultures condone abominable practices such as infanticide, torture, 

cannibalism, etc. 

The Historical Argument for the Existence of God 

 The Historical Argument is based on Man's need for God and the existence of religion in 
all human societies. 

 Virtually all human civilizations throughout history have held that the facts of nature and 
voice of conscience compel a belief in God or Gods. 

o Religion is a feature of every race and culture. 
o The wonders of nature, and the moral law are universally attributed to deities. 

 Modern materialists are a sect that evolved within a corrupted Christian civilization —  
Materialism has never existed as the historical creed of an independent human society. 

 The Universal belief in some form of God shows than man is by nature religious. —  
Aristotle: "What all men, impelled by instinct hold to be true is a natural truth." 

 Religion is a necessity for society. —  
"Without God, marriage is without dignity, the family without authority, education without 
its highest appeal, the state without a basis for law or justice." 

The Nature and Attributes of God 

 Each argument for God gives insight into the nature of God. 

 God is Self-Existent, and independent of time, matter, and energy. 

o God is Pure Spirit—a self-existent being must be independent of form or matter. 
o God is Eternal—a self-existent being must exist for all time. 
o God is Immutable—a self-existent being cannot be subject to change of form. 
o God is One—a self-existent being must be alone, independent of all other lesser 

beings. [Christian idea of God is of a trinity in unity] 
o God is Omnipresent—a self-existent God must be outside his creation, yet present 

where anything exists. 

 God is Personal—The author of nature and nature's laws must be personal, not 
indifferent. 

 God is Sovereign—The creator of man, who he has endowed with understanding and 
Free Will, must himself be sovereign and rational. 

 God is Infinite in all his perfections—God as the cause off all that is good and desirable, 
all qualities must be in him and without limit. 

 God is incomprehensible—God's creations are finite and limited and so cannot fully 
comprehend his infinite and unlimited nature. 



 


