
Sources of Our Knowledge of Christ 

These notes are derived from Catholic Apologetics by Fr. John Laux,  
Section II, Chapter II: Sources of our Knowledge of Christ, pp 53-70 

Non-Christian sources 

 Non-Christian contemporary sources considered the Christian sect contemptible, 
unworthy of much notice. 
o Its founder had died a shameful death. 
o Followers were a small minority. 
Even so several of them mentioned the Christian sect and the basic facts of the 
crucifixion. 

 Tacitus (56-120) — "Nero . . . visited a punishment on these detestable criminals known 
as Christians. . . The author of that denomination was Christus, who had been executed 
in Tiberius’s time by the Procurator Pontius Pilate. . . The pestilent superstition, checked 
for a while, burst out again not only throughout Judea . . but Rome also . . " 

 Pliny the Younger (61-113) — A letter from Pliny to Emperor Trajan exists, wherein Pliny 
complains about the Christians in his dominions. . He claims they are multiplying, that the 
temples of the pagan gods have been neglected, that nothing can compel a Christian to 
offer sacrifice to the Roman Gods, and that they gathered before down to "sing together a 
hymn to Christ as God and to bind themselves to an oath, not to any crime, but to the 
contrary, to keep themselves from theft, robbery, breach of promise or appropriations." 

 Seutonius (69-122) Roman historian of the Caesars considered Christians as a Jewish 
sect and mentioned disturbances "instigated by Christus", that caused the Jews to be 
expelled from Rome in about 52 A.D. 

 Josephus (37-100) Jewish historian under Vespasian wrong a description of the early. 
Christians that corroborates the Gospel accounts regarding the life of Jesus but refers to 
him as a "wise man" who worked miracles. 

 The Talmud (~200 A.D.) The Talmud contains 12 references to Christ, all filled with 
hatred of the name Jesus. His miracles are acknowledged be credited to black arts. 

 A Syrian named Mara (73-160) In a letter of a Syrian to his son, he questions why the 
Jews were motivated to murder their king. "What did it profit the Jews to put their wise 
king to death, seeing that from that time the kingdom was taken from them?" 

Christian sources 

 Epistles of Paul 
 Epistles of the Other Apostles 
 Acts of the Apostles 

o The Acts are a continuation of the Gospel of Luke. 
o Luke traveled with Paul and was an eyewitness to many events. 
o The authenticity of the Acts is testified by the Muratorian Fragment, and by St. 

Irenaeus. 
o The Acts mention the Temple as still existing, so were written before 70 A.D. 
o Luke reference a wide range for characters and places with evident accuracy. No 

details provided in the accounts have been seriously disputed. 
 The Four Gospels pass the three tests of historical authenticity 



o Genuine—It is the words of the author to whom it is ascribed. 
o Integrity—The text is essentially left as it was originally written by the author. 
o Veracity—The author himself was well informed and truthful>. 

The Gospels are Genuine 

 Extrinsic proof the Four Gospels are Genuine comes from testimony of numerous 
contemporary authors. 

 Only Gospels written directly or indirectly by the apostles were regarded as 
trustworthy. (Mark and Luke were companions/secretaries of Apostles). 

 The Epistles of Clement, Barnabas, and Ignatius of Antioch each quote passages 
from the four Gospels. 

 The Didache (~90 A.D.) quotes passages from Mathew and Luke. 
 The Heretic Marcion (~140) based his Gnostic canon of scriptures on the Gospel of Luke 

and selected writings of Paul. 
 Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis (~130) was a disciple of John and testifies to the 

authenticity of the Gospels of Mark and Mathew. 
 Justin Martyr (~150) states the Gospels were written by the Apostles and read at the 

meetings of the Christians, quotes many verses from scripture, and verifies the account of 
the Annunciation and of the birth of Christ in his own words. 

 Tatian, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Origin, all respected Fathers of the Church who lived 
before 200 A.D. testify that the gospels were widely reading in all Christian communities 
and their genuineness was testified by both Christians and heretics. 

 Intrinsic Evidence— Skeptics have tried mightily to discredit the Gospels to no avail. 
Some try to fix the date the gospels were written after 70 in order to deny the prophesy of 
the destruction of the temple. 

The Gospels are Intact 

 The Gospels are among the most reproduced of all ancient texts—both in themselves, 
and in excerpts from other writers. The proof that they are essentially intact and 
unchanged is so strong it is seldom challenged. 

 There are slight variations in wording in some of the most ancient copies — but that is 
due to the relatively large number of ancient copies, and in all cases the variations are 
minor. 

 Even non-Christian critics of the Gospels concede that by the standards of literary history, 
the Gospels are "veracious and worthy of belief." At least insofar as any ancient historical 
text could be considered so. 

The Gospels are Truthful 

 The Authors Knew the Facts 
o Matthew and John were apostles, and eye witnesses. 
o Luke and Mark were companions/secretaries of apostles. 

 The Authors recorded the facts Truthfully 
o The apostles were upright, god-fearing men. 
o They openly condemned liars and hypocrites. 

 The Authors had to tell the truth 



o The facts they report were recent, striking, and extraordinary. 
o The ministry of Christ was public, and there were thousands of eye-witness. 
o Christ spoke and worked miracles in the presence of multitudes, including his 

enemies. 

 


