
Man and his Place in the Universe 

These notes are derived from Catholic Apologetics by Fr. John Laux,  
Section I, Chapter II: Man and his Place in the Universe, pp 25-45 

The Immortality of the Soul 

 Man is made in the image of God, neither beast nor angel. 

o St. Augustine: Man is a micro-cosmos, the world in miniature. 
o Shakespeare: "What a piece of work is man! How noble in reason! How infinite in 

faculty! . . inaction how like an angel! In apprehension how like a god! The beauty of 
the world! The paragon of animals!" 

 False notions of God lead to False notions of Man. 

 False notions about man's nature lead to false notions about his destiny. 

 The Christian life is full of meaning. 

 Our belief in the immortality of the soul is founded on philosophical and scientific 
arguments, as well as divine revelation. 

The Possibility of Immortality 

 The FACTS—Evidence shows that the human soul, although joined to matter, is not 
material, but spiritual. 

o We acquire knowledge in two ways—through senses and through intellect and 
reason. But we know much more than our senses tell us. 

o Our knowledge of virtue, beauty, justice, truth is innate, not imparted through 
senses. 

o Our minds can form ideas about abstract notions (possibility, necessity, obligation) 
that are in the realm of imagination, rather than logical interpretation. 

o We are conscious of having free will in both our actions and emotions. 
o Every particle of our body and brain is replaced over time, yet our identity and 

memory remain the same. 

 Conclusion—Our thinking, rational substance we refer to as a soul is a spiritual rather 
than a physical substance. It cannot die or perish by material means. Only God who 
created it can destroy it. 

The Fact of Immortality 

 Man, alone among animals, thinks of thought of immortality. 

 The soul can perish only if God annihilated it. 

 Man's life on earth is incomplete. 

 Our Conscience tells us there is a supreme lawgiver. 

 Emerson: "The impulse to seek proof of immortality is itself a proof of immortality." 



Objections to the Belief in Immortality 

 Materialists claim: "thought is a function of the brain, and the soul is just a sum of mental 
states to which physical changes always correspond. Therefore the dissolution of the 
body implies the end of consciousness. 

 We answer: Brain size is not related to intellect. 

Man and the Lower Animals 

 In Genesis God first creates man's body and then infuses a soul into him. Thus the soul is 
separate from the Body. 

 Origin of the Human Body 

 Origin of the Human Soul 

 Man and the Lower Animals 

o The lower animals show no "progress" 
o The lower animals have no language to express complex thoughts 
o Animals have no moral notions 
o Many animals of exceedingly limited intelligence, such as bees, spiders, ants, 

beavers. show great signs of ingenuity and industry. 

 What is man that thou art mindful of him? 

Prehistoric Man and the Age of Man 

 The typical representation of a primitive or prehistoric man is based on imagination, not 
fact. 

o The "Cave-man" is a myth, the offspring of a pre-conceived Darwinian theory 
o True science gives an account of prehistoric man that was primitive, but entirely 

human. 

 How long has man inhabited the earth? 

o The Bible can be interpreted to give the time between Adam and Eve and Christ as 
4466 to 5513 years. 

o Secular history only goes back about as far as Biblical history. 
o Prehistoric science offers no hard proof of societies older than 8-10K years. Only 

guesses that are tainted by their need to conform with the Darwinian theories. 

 If the ancient Origin of man was rigorously proven, would that be a conflict between 
science and revelations? 

o Pre-Adamite theories of man contradict Church teaching. 
o Genesis was not intended as a scientific explanation. 

 


