
Revelation and Signs of Revelation 

These notes are derived from Catholic Apologetics by Fr. John Laux,  
Section II, Chapter I: Revelation and the Signs of Revelation, pp 47-52 

Divine Revelation 

 God Reveals himself in many ways 
o Scripture, Wonders of Nature, Natural laws imprinted on the Soul. 
o The existence of God can be "proven" by philosophical argument to appeal to 

reason. 
o The contemplation of nature (that is, the observation of created things, both 

material and spiritual), leads us to believe in, and hope in God. 
o Apologetics appeals to the Intellect, but faith requires will as well as intellect. 

 Natural Revelations vs. Personal or Supernatural Revelation 
o God’s providence over nature is not a supernatural revelation. 
o His working of grace in the souls of men is not a supernatural revelation. 
o Private revelation for the benefit of an individual is personal revelation, but not 

supernatural. 
o Supernatural revelation requires communication between God and a public prophet 

which bestows a better understanding of God than can be discerned from natural 
law. 

 Supernatural Revelation between God and Man must be possible 
o God gave men the power to communicate. 
o God is sovereign and can communicate with men if he chooses. 
o If man is destined to a supernatural end, a supernatural revelation was necessary 

since his unaided reason would not tell him so. 
 By what credentials can those who claim to be messengers of God be believed? 

o All founders of religions claim to be messengers of God. 
o Pious and truthful teachings is insufficient to prove a man claiming to be a prophet 

but . . . . 
o Writings whose doctrines conflict with right reason cannot possibly be true 

revelation. 
 Miracles and Prophecies are the only infallible credentials God gives his 

messengers — But both miracles and prophesies can be difficult to discern. 
 Miracle—event that cannot be explained by scientific laws and is therefore 

considered to be the work of a divine entity. 
o The existence of a personal, omnipotent, creator god implies that miracles are 

possible. 
o A miracle can only be verified if 1) that fact itself has been clearly established 

(incurable condition existed, and was cured), and 2) all possible natural 
explanations have been excluded. (Incurable condition was in fact incurable). 

o We do not know all of the powers of nature. We sometimes cannot know if a 
condition is as it appears. 

o Miracles must be evaluated on best evidence, but cannot always be determined 
with certainty. 

 Prophesy—foretelling of a future event which God alone could know. 
o A true prophesy must be 1) made before the event, 2) definite, not vague, 3) 

unknowable or unpredictable by human agency. 



o A fulfilled prophesy is just as conclusive proof as a miracle. 
o Miracles infer an omnipotent God. Prophesies infer an omniscient God. 

 Jesus did not claim to be a prophet. He claimed to be the son of God. 

 


